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Mr. GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 


A SHORT 


OF 
G O D's Dealings 


With the REVEREND 


The INTRODUCTION. .. 


LTHOUGH the following Account of 
A what Gop has done for my Soul, will un- 
doubtedly be differently judged of by diffe- _ 
rent People; yet, ſince I believe a ſingle Eye to | 
Go p's Glory moves me to write, and I find myſelf 
much preſſed in Spirit to publiſh it at this Time, I 
am not in the leaſt ſollicitous about the Reception it 


will meet with in the World. 


The Benefit I have received from reading the Lives 


of others, the Examples we have in Scripture of the 
_ - + ſacred Authors compoſing their own Hiſtories, and 
more eſpecially the Aſſiſtance I have had from the *: 
Holy Spirit, in bringing many Things to my Remem- + 
. brance, which otherwiſe I ſhould have forgotten, 
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271 ES 
feem'd to me Reaſons ſufficient to juſtify my Conduct 
in the Sight of Gop and good Men. 7 

Further, as Go p has been pleaſed of late to call 
me to a publick Work, I thought his Children would 
be glad to know how I was trained up for it —And 
tho? ſome may think this had been as well deferred 
till after my Death, or wrote by ſome other Perſon, 

yet I thought it might be more beneficial, and be 
#better credited, if wrote with my own Hand, and 
publiſhed whilſt I was yet alive. 
In the Accounts of good Men which I have read, 
J have obſerved that the Writers of them have been 
partial. 'They have given us the bright, but not the 
dark Side of their Character. This, I think, pro- 
ceeded from a kind of pious Fraud, leſt mentioning _ 
Perſons Faults ſhould encourage others in Sin,—lt 
cannot, I am ſure, proceed from the Wiſdom which. 
cometh from Above. — The ſacred Writers give an 
Account of their Failings as well as their Virtues. 
'Prter is not aſhamed to confeſs that with Oaths and 
Curſes he thrice denied his Maſter; nor do the E- 
vangeliſts make any Scruple of telling ns, that out 
of Mary Magdalene Fe/as Chriſt caſt ſeven Devils. 
I have therefore endeavoured to follow their good 
Example.—I have ſimply told what I was by Nature, 
as well as what I am by Grace.—I am not over cau- 
tious as to any ſuppoſed Conſequences, fince none 
can be hurt by thefe but ſuch as hold the Truth in 
Unrighteouſneſs—To the pure all Things will be pure. 
As have often wiſhed, when in my beſt Frames, 
that the firſt Years of my Life might be put down as 
à Blank, and had no more in Remembrance, ſo I could 
almoſt wiſh now to paſs them over in Silence.— But 
as they will, in ſome Degree, ilſuſtrate Go p's deal- 
ings with me in my riper Years, I ſhall, as I am able, 
give the following brief Account of them,  _ 
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£ Wim my Infancy, till my being for ſome Ti me 
5 at the Univer/tty. 
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WAS born in Glouce/ter, in the Month of Decem- 
1 ber, 1714. My Father and Mother kepi the 
Bell-Inn, The former died when I was two Years- 
o'd; the latter 1s now alive, and has often.told me 
” how ſhe endured fourteen. Weeks Sickneſs after ſhe 
brought me into the World; but was uſed to ſay, 
even when I was an Infant, that the expected more 
Comfort from me than any other of her Children,— 
This, with the Circumſtance of my being born in an 
Inn, has been often of Service to me in exciting my 
Endeavours to make good my Mother's Expectations, 
and fo follow the Example of my dear Saviour, Who 
was born in a Manger belonging to an Inn. 

My very Infant Years muſt neceſſarily not be men- 
tioned; yet I can remember ſuch early ſtirrings of * 
Corruption in my Heart, as abundantly convinces m 
that I was conceived and born in Sin ;—that in me- 
dwelleth no good Thing by Nature, and that if Gos 
had not freely prevented me by his Grace, I muft 
have been forever baniſhed from his divine Preſence. ' 

can truly ſay I was froward from my Mothet's 

Womb. ! was ſo brutiſh as to hate Inſtruction, and 
uſed purpoſely to ſhun all Opportunities of receiving 
it. I can date ſome very early Acts of Uncleanneſs. 

4 l ſoon gave pregnant Proofs of an impudent Tem- 
per. Lying, filthy Talking, and fooliſn Jefting I was. 
hy much addidted to, even when very young.,—Some- 
: times I uſed to curſe, if not ſwear. Stealing from W 
Mother I thought no Theft at all, and uſect to mae 
no Seruple of taking Money out of her Packet before 
1 OP foal was up,—I have frequently betrayed Ws ; . 77h 42 
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and have more than once ſpent Mohey I took in the: | 

- Houſe, in buying Fruits, Tarts, &c. to ſatisfy. my 
ſenſual Appetite.—Numbers of Sabbaths have I bro-. 
* ken, and generally uſed to behave myſelf very irreve- 

7 . vently in Go D's Sanctuary.—Much Money have I 

ſpent in Plays, and in the common Entertainments of 
the Ape.—-Cards, and reading Romances, were my 
81 Heart's Delight. —Often have I joined with others: 
in playing roguiſh Tricks, but was generally, if not 
f always, happily detected. — For this I have often ſince, 
and do now bleſs and praiſe Go p. 

It would be endleſs to recount the Sins and Offences 
of my younger Days. They are more in Number than 
the Hairs of my Head. —My Heart would fail me at 
the Remembrance of them, was I not aſſured that 
my Redeemer liveth, ever to make Interceſſion for 
me.—However the young Man in the Goſpel might 
boaſt how he had kept the Commandments from his 
18 Youth, with Shame and Confuſion of Face I confeſs, 

| . TthatI have broken them all from my Youth. —What- 
ever foreſeen Fitneſs for Salvation others may talk of 
and glory in, I diſclaim any ſuch Thing; if I trace 
1 myſelf from my Cradle to my Manhood, I can ſee 
nothing in me but a Fitneſs to be damned. — I ſpeak 
the Truth in Chr, I lie not. If the Almighty had 
not prevented me by his Grace, and wrought moit 
powerfully upon my Soul, quickening me by his 
free Spirit when dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, I had *; 
now either been ſittigg in Darkneſs, and in the 
Shadow of Death, or condemned, as the due Reward 1 
of my Crimes, to be for ever lifting up my Eyes in 5 
Torments. | | 
But ſuch was the free Grace of God to me, that 
tho Corruption worked ſo ſtrongly in my Soul, and 
produced ſuch early and bitter Fruits, yet I can recol- 
lect very early Movings of the bleſſed Spirit upon my 
Heart, ſufficient to ſatisfy me that Gov loved me 
with an everlaſting Love, and ſeparated me even from 
KG: my Mother's Womb, for the Work to which he af, 
terwards was pleaſed to call me. 3 
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the T had early ſome Convictions of Sin, and once T 
my remember, when ſome Perſons (as they frequently 
ro- did) made it their Buſineſs to teaze me, I immediate- 
- ly retired to my Room, and kneeling down, with 
I many Tears, prayed over that Pſalm wherein David 
of ſo often repeats theſe Words, But in the Name of the 
„ Lord will I deſtroy them; I was always fond of being 
rs * a Clergyman, uſed frequently to imitate the Miniſters. 
t reading Prayers, c. Part of the Money I uſed to 
» |} fteal from my Parent I gave to the Poor, and fome 
Books Iprivately took from others, (for which Thave 
fince reſtored four- fold) I remember were Books of 
| . Devotion. | 


My Mother was very careful of my Education, 
and always kept me in my tender Years (for which 1 
never can ſufficiently thank her) from intermeddling 
in the leaſt with the publick Buſineſs. Rk” 

About the tenth Year of my Ave, it pleaſed Go 
to permit my Mother to marry a ſecond Time. It 
proved what the World would call an unhappy Match 

as for Temporals, but Go p over-ruled it for good. 

It ſet my Brethren upon thinking more than otherwiſe - 
they woald have done, and made an uncommon Im- 
preſſion upon my own Heart in particular. | 
7 When J was about twelve, I was placed at a School 

called Sr. Mary de Crypt in Glouceeer, the laſt Gram 
| x mar School I ever went to. Having a good Elocu- 

1 tion and Memory, I was remarked. for making 
Speeches before the Corporation at their annual Vi- 

ſitation. But I cannot ſay I. felt any Drawings of 
Go p upon my Soul for a Year or two, ſaving that 1 
laid out ſome of the Money that was given me on 

1 one of thoſe forementioned Occaſions, in buying Ken's 

A Manual for N incheſter Scholars, a Book that had 
j 


1 much affected me, when my Brother uſed to read it 
1 in my Mother's Troubles, and which, for ſome Time 
Ly after I bought it, was of great Benefit to my Soul. 
During the Time of my being at School, I Was 
very fond of reading Plays, and have kept from School 
bor Days together, to prepgre myſelf for acting * 
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"My Maſter Weng Now mine and my Schoolfellows 
Vein run, compoled ſomething of this Kind for us 
| himſelf, and cauſed me to dis myſelf in Girls Cloaths 
(which I had often done) to act a Part before the 
Corporation. The Remembrance of this has often 
covered me with Confuſion of Face, and I hope will 
do ſo, even to the End of my Life. | 
And I cannot but here obſerve with much Concern 
of Mind, how this Way of training up Youth' has a. 
natural Tendency to debauch the Mind, to raiſe ug 
Paſſions, and to fluff the Memory with Things 
contrary to the Goſpel of Fe/us Chriſt, as Lich to 
Darkneſs, Heaven to Hell. However, tho the firſt. 
Thing J had to repent of was my Education in gene- 
1 ral, yet I muſt always acknowledge my particular 
2 Thanks are due to my Maſter, for the great Pains 
he took with me and his other Scholars, in teaching 
1 us to ſpeak and write correctly. | 
Before I was fifteen, having, as I thought, made a 
ſufficient Progreſs in the Claſſics, and, at the Bottom, 
longing to be ſet at Liberty from the Confinement of 
2 School, I one Day told my Mother, “ Since ber 
«« Circumſtances would not permit her to give me 
e an Univerſity Education, more Learning I thought 
J © would ſpoil me for a Tradeſman, and therefore I 
. judged it beſt not to learn Latin any longer.“ She 
at firſt refuſed to conſent, but my Corruptions ſoon 
| got the better of her good Nature. Hereupon for 
ſome Time I went to learn to write only. But my 
Mother's Circumſtances being much on the Decline, 
and being tractable that Way, I-from time to- time 
began to aſſiſt her occaſionally in the pubick Houſe, 
till at length I put on my blue Apron and my Snuffers, 74 
| . waſhed Mops, leaned Rooms, and, in one Word, Fa 
. became a proſeſſed and common Drawer for nigh a 
ll. | Year and an Half, | 
But he who was with David when he was follow-- 


> ing the Sheep big with young, was with me even 
L | =. Here, For notwithſtanding I was thus employed in 2 
1 a common e A ſometimes the. Care of e 

f | h wee, f 


1 2” 
whole Houſe upon my. Hands, yet I compoſed q 
or three Sermogs, and dedicated one of them in ze; 
lal to my elder Brother. One Time I remember 1 
was much preſſed to Self- examination, and found my- 
ſelf very unwilling to look into my Heart. Frequent- 
ly I read the Bible when fitting up at Night. See- 
ing the Boys go by to School has often cut me to the 
Heart. — And a dear Youth (now with Go p) would 
often come intreating me, when ſerving at the Bar, 
to go to Oxford, My general Anſwer was, I with I 
could. | 5 
After I had continued about a Year in this ſervile 
Employment, my Mother was. obliged to leave the 
Inn. My Brother, who had been bred up for the 
Buſineſs, married; whereupon all was made over to 
him; and I, being accuſtomed to the Houſe, 1t was 
agreed that I ſhould continue there as an Aſſiſtant. 
But Go D's Thoughts were not as our Thoughts. 
By his good Providence it happened that my Sifter= | 
in-law and I could by no Means agree; and at length 
the Reſentment grew to ſuch an Height, that my 
proud Heart would ſcarce ſuffer me to ſpeak to her _ © 
for three Weeks together. But notwithſtanding 1! 
was much to blame, yet I uſed to retire and weep © 
before the Lord, as Hagar, when flying from. her 
Miſtreſs Sarah, little thinking that Gos by this 
Means, was forcing me out of the publick Buſineſs, 
and calling me from drawing Wine for Drunkards, 
to draw Water out of the Wells of Salvation for the 
Refreſhment of his ſpiritual Mael. - 
After continuing for along while under this burdew 
of Mind, I at length reſolved (thinking my Abſence 
would make all things eaſy) to go away. - Accord- 
ingly, by the Advice of my Brother, and Conſent of 
my Mother, I went to ſee my elach, Brother then 
ſettled at Briſtol. | 82 
Here Gop was pleaſed to give me great Fore- þ 
nettes of his Love, and fill me with ſuch unſpeakable +. 
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- Raptores; particularly once in St. John's Church, has = 
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rings and Thirſtings after the bleſſed Sacrament, and 
wrote many Letters to my Mother, telling her I would 
never go into the publick Employment again. The- 
mas a Kempis was my great Delight, and I was always 
impatient till the Bell rung to call me to tread the 
Courts bf the Lord's Houſe. But in the midſt of 
. theſe Illuminations, ſomething ſurely whiſpered, This 
would not laſt. 5 „ 
And indeed ſo it happened. For (Oh that I could 
write it in Tears of Blood!) When J left Brifol (as! 
did in about two Months) and returned to G/ouce/ter, 
I changed my Devotion with my Place. Alas! all 
my Fervour went off —T had no Inclination to go to 
Church, or draw nigh unto GopD.—lIn ſhort my 
Heart (tho I had ſo lately taſted of his Love) was far 
frem him. | 
However, I had ſo much Religion left, as to per- 
fiſtin my Reſolution not to live in the inn; and 
therefore my Mother gave me Leave, tho' ſhe had 
but alittle Income, to have a Bed upon the Ground, 
'and live at her Houſe, till Providence ſhould point 
out a Place for me. . 3 A 
Having now, as I thought, nothing to a, i was 
a proper Seaſon for Satan to tempt me.—Much of 
my Time ſpent in reading Plays, and in fauntring 
from Place to Place. I was careful to adorn my Bo- 
'dy, but took little Pains to deck and beautify my 
'Soul.—Evil Communications with my old School- 
- . Fellows ſoon corrupted my good Manners. —By ſee- 
ing their evil Practices, the Senſe of the Divine Pre- 
ſence I had vouchſafed unto me inſenſibly wore off my 
Mind, and I at length fell into an abominable ſpcret 
Sin, the diſmal Effects of which I have felt, and 


groaned under ever ſince. 
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He faid unte me, Live, and even gave me ſome 


Foreſight of his providing for me. FD 
One Morning, as I was reading a Play to my Si- 
ſter, ſaid I, © Siſter, Go p intends ſomething fox. me 


& which we know not of. As I have been diligent 


e in Buſineſs, I believe many would gladly have me 
ce for an Apprentice, but every Way ſeems to be 


« barred up, ſo that I think G o Þ will provide fo 
&© me ſome Way or other that we cannot apprehend, 


How I came to ſay theſe Words I know rehend. 


Gov afterwards ſhewed me they came from him.— 
Having thus lived with my Mother for ſome conſider- 
able Time, a young Student, who was once my 
School-fellow, and then a Servitor of Penbrole. Cal. 
lege, Oxford, came to pay my Mother a Viſit. A- 
mongſt other Converſation, he told her how he had 
diſcharged all College Expences that Quarter, and 
received a Penny. Upon that my Mother immedi- 
ately cried out, This will do for my Son.” | 
Then turning to me, ſhe ſaid, ** Will you go to Ox- 


| 3 Fora, George? U replied, With all my Heart. Where- 


upon, having the ſame Friends that this young Stu- 
dent had, my Mother, without Delay, waited on 


them. They promiſed their Intereſt to get me a 


Servitor's Place in the ſame College. She then ap- 


plied to my old Maſter, who much approved of my 


3 to School again, 1 
In about a Week I went and re- entered myfelf, 
and being grown much in Stature, my Maſter ad- 
dreſſed me thus; 7/2, George, you are advanced in 


Stature, but your better Part muſt needs have. goue 


backwards, This made me bluſh. He ſet me ſome- 
thing to tranſlate into Latin; and tho? I had made 
no Application to my Claſſics for ſo long a Time, 


yetT had but one inconſiderable Fault in my Bxer-. 
Eiſe, This, I believe, ſomewhat ſurprized my Ma- 
\ Reghen, and has afforded me Matter of Thanks 


Praiſe ever ſince. | 
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vi plefing, and I learned mack faſter than I did be- 


fore. But all this while T continued in ſecret Sin; 
and at length got acquainted with ſuch a Set of de- 
bauched, abandoned, atheiſtical Youths, that if Go p, 


by his free, unmerited, and eſpecial Grace, had not. 
delivered me out of their Hands, I ſhould long ſince 


have ſat in the Scorner's Chair, and made a Mock 
at Sin.—By keeping Company with them, my 
Thoughts of Religion grew more and more like 
theirs.— I went to publick Service only to make Sport 


and walk about.— I took Pleaſure in their lewd Con- 


verſation—I began to reaſon as they did, and to aſk 
why Go p had given me Paſſions, and not permitted 

me to gratify them? Not conſidering that Go did 
not originally give us theſe corrup? Paſſions, and that 
he had promiſed Help to withſtand them, if we 
would aſk it of him. —In ſhort I ſoon made a great 
Proficiency in the School of the Devil. —1 affected to 


look rakiſh, and was in a fair Way of being as infa- 
mous as the worſt of them. 


But (Oh ſtupendous Love!) G op even here ſtop- 
ped me, when running on in a full Career to Hell. — 
For, juſt as I was upon the Brink of Ruin, he gave 
me ſuch a Diſtaſte of their Principles and Practices, 
that I diſcovered them to my Maſter, who ſoon put 
a Stop to their Proceedings. 

Being thus delivered out of the Snare of the Devil, 
I began to be more and more ſerious, and felt G op 


at different Limes workingpowerfully and convincing- 


Iy upon my Soul. One Day in particular, as I was 
coming down Stairs, and overheard my Friends ſpeak- 
ing well of me, Gov ſo deeply convicted me of Hy- 
pocricy, that tho? I had formed frequent but inef- 
fectual Reſolutions before, yet I had then Power 
given me over my ſecret and darling Sin. Notwith- 


ſtanding, ſome Time after being overtaken in Liquor 
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(as I have been twice or thrice in my Life-time) Sar 5 4 1 


tan gained his uſual Advantage over me again.— An 
experimental Proof to my yoor Soul, how that widths | 
or” One makes uſe of Men a Machines, working b hem 5 i 


B 


up to juſt what he pleaſes, when by Intemperance 
they have chaſed away the Spirit of Go p from them! 

Being now near the ſeventeenth Year of my Age, 
I was reſolved to prepare myſelf for the holy Sacra- 
ment, which I reccived on Chri/mas-aay. I began 


* . * 
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ory 


S .% now to be more and more watchful over my Thoughts, | 
k Words, and Actions. I kept the following Lent, 
y * faſting Weane/day and Friday thirty fix Hours toge- 
e __ ther, —My Evenings, when I had done waiting upon 
+ © my Mother, were generally ſpent in Acts of Devott- 
on, reading Drelincoart upon Death, and other prac- 
- 2 tical Books, and I conſtantly went to publick Wor- 
13 © ſhip twice a Day. Being now upper Boy, by Go p's 

1 Help I made ſome Reformation amongſt my School- 
i 2 fellows. I was very diligent in reading and learning 
the Claſſicks, and in ſtudying my Greez Teſtament, 


but was not yet convinced of the abſolute Unlawful- 
neſs of playing at Cards, and of reading and ſeeing 
Plays, tho' I began to have ſome Scruples about it. 

Near this Time I dreamed that I was to ſee Gon 


made a great Impreſſion upon me: And a Gentle- 


Call from G OD. : 
Still 1 grew more ſerious after this Dream; but yet 
Hypocriſy ciept into every Action. As once l affect- 
ed to look more rakiih, 1 now ſtrove to appear more 


and 1 often uſed to find Fault with the Lightneſs of 
FF others, 
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on Mount Szuai, but was afraid to meet him.— This 


woman to whom I told it, ſaid, George, this is 4 


grave than I really was. — However, an uncommon. ... 
Concern and Alteration was viſible in my Behaviour, 


ur poſe, v1 5 2 


E- 5 Expence of entring;—and the Maſter, contrary to 


— 


„ * * 1 
* . 


Putpoſe. Goo has fince ſhewn her from what that 
Impreſſion came. | | " 
For a Twelvemonth I went on in a Round of Du- | 3 


+ 
hg 


ties, receiving the Sacrament monthly, faſting fre- 
quently, attending conſtantly on publick Worſhip, 
and praying often more than twice a Day in private. 
One of my Brothers uſed to tell me, He feared 
this would not hold long, and that I ſhould forget 
all when I came to Oxford. This Caution did me 
mach Service, for it ſet me upon praying for Perſe- 95 
verance: And, under Gov, the Preparation I made 


in the Country, was a Preſervative againſt the mani- 
fold Temptations which beſet me at my firſt coming 
to that Seat of Learning. | | 
Being now near eighteen Years old, it was judged 7 
Sroper for me to go to the Univerfity. Gop had 
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weetly prepared my Way. The Friends before ap- 
plied to, recommended me to the Maſter of Pembroke- 
115 


2 Another Friend took up Ten Pounds upon 
Ben Rich I have ſince repaid) to defray the firſt 


all Expectations, admitted me Servitor immediately. 
Soon after my Adm ſſion, I went and reſſded, and 
found my having been uſed to a Publick-houſe was 
now of Service to me. For many of the Servitors 
being ſick at my firſt coming up, by my diligent and 
ready Attendance, I ingratiated myſelf into the Gen- 
tlemen's Favour ſo far, that many, who had it in their 

Power, choſe me to be their Servitor. 

This much leſſened my Expence; and indeed, 
God was ſo gracious, that with the Profits of my 
Place, and ſome little Preſents made me by my kind 
Tutor, for almoſt the firſt three Years I did not put 
all my Relations together to above 241. Expence, 

And it has often grieved my Soul to ſee ſo many 

young Students ſpending their Subſtance in extrava- 
pant Living, and thereby intirely unfitting themſelves. . 


or the Proſecution of their proper Studies. | 
I had not been long at the Univerſity, be 


found the Benekit of the Foundation I had Kid ite» 


that Fountry for a holy Life. I was quickly ſollicited ts 
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Eoin in their Exceſs of Riot with ſeveral who lay in 


Du. the fame Room. Gov, in Anſwer to Prayers before 


fre. 


ate. 


red 


put up, gave me Grace to witkſtand them; and once 
in particular, it being cold, my Limbs were fo be- 
numme d by ſitting alone in my Study, becauſe Iwould 
not go out amongſt them, that I could ſcarce ſleep all 
Night. But I ſoon found the Benefit of not yielding: 


5 For when they perceived they could not prevail, they 
ſe. let me alone as a ſingular odd Fellow. . 
de All this while I was not fully ſatisfied of the Sin 
li. of playing at Cards and reading Plays; till Gop 
8 upon a Faſt-day was pleaſed to convince me. For, 
ranking a Play, to read a Paſſage out of it to a Friend, 
4 23 Gov ſtruck my Heart with ſuch Power, that I was 
5 E obliged to lay it down again; and, bleſſed be his 
_ = Name, I have not read any ſuch Book ſince. 


> Before I went to the Univerſity, I met with Mr. 


Law's Serious Call to a devout Lift, but had not then 


; Money to purchaſe it. Soon after my coming up to 
„the Univerſity, ſeeing a ſmall Edition of it in a Friend's 
> Hand, I ſoon procured it. Gop worked powerfully 


upon my Soul, as he has fince upon many others, by 
that and his other Treatiſe upon Chri/tian Perfection. 


Day, beſides Morning and Evening, and to faſt every 


Church near our College, and at the Caſtle where the 

deſpiſed Methodiſts uſed to receive once a Month. 
The young Men, ſo called, were then much talk- 

ed of at Oxford. I had heard of, and loved them 
before I came to the Univerſity; and ſo ftrenuouſly 
defended them, when I heard them reviled by the 
Students, that they began to think that I alſo in 


Holy Euchariſt at St. Mary's. At length Gov w. e 
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Friday, and to receive the Sacrament at a Pariſn- | 


% F 


I now began to pray and ſing Pſalms thrice every . .. 
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oman in one of the Workhouſes had attempted to 


cut her Throat, but was happily prevented. Upon 
hearing of this, and knowing that both the Mr. Ve-. 

fleys were ready to every good Work, I ſent a poor 
aged Apple-woman of our College to inform Mr. 
Charles Weſley of it, charging her not to diſcover who 
ſent her. She went; but contrary to my Orders, 
told my Name. He having heard of my coming to 


the Caſtle and a Pariſh-Church Sacrament, and 


having met me frequently walking by myſelf, followv- 


ed the Woman when ſhe was gone away, and ſent an 
Invitation to me by her, to come to Breakfaſt with 
him the next Morning, 

I thankfully embraced the Opportunity; and, blel. 
ſed be Go p, it was one of the mot profitable Viſits I 
ever made in my Life. —My Soul, at that Time, 
was a-thirſt for ſome ſpiritual Friends to lift up my 
Hands when they hung down, and to ſtrengthen my 


feeble Knees.—He ſoon diſcovered it, and, like apr 4 
Winner of Souls, made all his Diſourſes tend that 


Way.—And when he had put into my Hands Pro- 


feſſor Frank's Treatiſe againſt the Fear of Man, and 
à Book, intitled, The Country Par/on's Advice to his 


Pariſhioners (the laſt of which was wonderfully bleſ- 


ſed to my Soul) 1 took my Leave. 


In a ſhort Time he let me have another Book; 
intitled, The Life of God in the Soul of Man; and 


tho' I had faſted, watched and praycd, and received 
the Sacrament ſo long, yet | never knew what true 
Religion was, till Gov ſent me that Treatiſe by the 
Hands of my never to be forgotten Friend. 


At my firſt reading it, I wondered what the Au- 


-thor meant by ſaying, © That ſome falſely placed 
Religion in going to Church, doing Hurt to no one, 
being conſtant in the Duties of the Cloſet, and now | 
and then reaching out their Hands to give Alms to 
their poor Neighbours.” — Alas! thought I, If 
this be not Religion, what is?“ Gop ſoon ſhewee mew. 
For in reading a few Lines further, that true Re 
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pleaſed tc to open a Door.— It happened that a poor 
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« Cßriß formed within us ;” a Ray of divine Light 
Was inſtantaneouſly darted in upon my Soul, and 
OBE from that Moment, but not till then, did I knowthat. 
on BT x muſt be a new Creature. 
= Upon this (like the Woman of Samaria, when 
Cpriſi revealed himſelf to her at the Well) I had no 
FReſt in my Soul till I wrote Letters to my Relations, 
% telling them there was ſuch a Thing as the New- 
15, (Birth. —I imagined they would have gladly received 
= it.—But alas! my Words feemed to them as idle 
Tales They thought that I was going beſides my- 
ſelf, and by their Letters confirmed me in the Reſo- 
lutions J had taken not to go down into the Coun- 
try, but continue where I was, leſt that by any Means 
the good Work which Gop had begun in my Soul, 
might be made of none Effect. 
Prom time to time Mr. W/iey permitted me to 
come unto him, and inſtructed me as I was able to 
bear it —By Degrees he introduced me to the reſt 
of his Chriſtian Brethren. —'T hey built me up daily in 
the Knowledge and Fear of God, and taught me to 
endure Hardneſs like a good Soldier of Fe/us Chrife. 
I now began, like them, to live by Rule, and to- 
pick up the very Fragments of my Time, that not a 
Moment of it might be loſt. Whether J ate or drank, 
or whatſoever I did, I endeavoured to do all tothe 
_ Glory of God. Like them, having no weekly Sa- 
crament (altho' the Rubrick required it) at our own. 
College, I received every Sunday at Chriff Church. 
joined with them in keeping the Stations by faſting 
Wedne/tays and Fridays, and left no Means unuſed, 
which I thought would lead me nearer to Jeſus Chriſt. 
Regular Retirement, Morning and Evening, at firſt 
I found ſome Difficulty in ſubmitting to; but it ſoon 
grew profitable and delightful.. As I grew ripe for 
ſuch Exerciſes, I was from time to time engaged te 
viſit the Sick and the Priſoners, and to read to poop 
People, till I made it a Cuſtom, as moſt of us did, to 
4 {ſpend un Hour every Day in doing Acts of Charity... 
=. BX The: 


* _lipion was an Union of the Soul with G op, and 
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"The Courſe of my Studies ſoon in ti | ene E 
before I was buſied in ſtudying the Dry 
Sciences, and Books that went no Kreer than the 


Surface, I now reſolved to read only ſuch as entered 
into the Heart of Religion, and which led me direct- 


ly into an experimental Knowledge of Fe/unChri/, 
and him crucified. The lively Oracles of Gop were 
my Soul's Delight. — The Book of the divine Laws 
was ſeldom out of my Hands; I meditated therein 
Day and Night, and ever ſince that Gop has made 
my Way ſignally proſperous, and giv en me abundant 


Succeſs. 


Gop enabled mea to do much Good to many, as 
well as to receive much from the deſpiſed Methodiſts, 
and. made me inſtrumental in converting one who is 
lately come out into the Church, and, I truſt, will 
prove a burning and a ſhining Light. 

Several ſhort Fits of Illneſs was Gop pleaſed to 
viſit and to try me with after my firſt Acquaintance 
with Mr. Jeez. My new Convert was a Help meet 
for me in thoſe and in all other Circumſtances; and 


in Company with him, and ſeveral other Chriſtian 


Friends, did I ſpend many ſweet and delightful 
Hours.—Never did Perſons, I believe, ſtrive more 
earneſtly to enter in at the trait Gate. — They kept 
their Bodies under even to an extreme. —They were 
dead to the World, and willing to be accounted as 
the Dung and Offscouring of all Things, ſo that they 
might win Chriſt.— Their Hearts glowed with the 
Love of Go, and they never proſpered ſo much in 
the inward Man, as when they had all mannerof Evil 
ſpoken againſt them falſely without. 

Many © came amongſt them for a while, who, in 
Time of Temptation, fell away.— The Diſpleaſure 
of a Tutor or Head of a College, the changing of a 


Gown from a lower to a higher Degree; above all, 


a: Thirſt for the Praiſe of Men, more than that which 
cometh from Gop, and a ſervile Fear of Contempt, 
cauſed Numbers that had ſet their Hand to the Plow, 


| 3 to look back. The World nn. not ehre, 


— 


elves) | gave chem the Title of Methodiſts, I ſuppoſe 


D. WT from their Cuſtom of regulating their Time, and 
the planning the Buſineſs of the Day every Morning.— 
red Mr. John and Charles Weſleys, were two of the firſt 
-Ct- that thus openly dared to confeſs Chriſt; and they, 
ts under God, were the ſpiritual Fathers of moſt of 
hs them. — They had the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Work 


TEM of the Lord proſper in their Hands before they went 
mM to Georgia.—Since their Return, the ſmall-Grain of 
de Muſtard-ſeed has ſprung up apace.— It has taken 
155 deep Root.—It is growing into a great Tree. — 


Ere long I truſt it will fill the Land, and Numbers 


* of Souls will come from the Eaſt and from the Weſt, 
's from the North and from the South, and lodge under 
8 the Branches of it. | | 
1 But to return. Whilſt J was thus comforted oon 


every Side, by datly converſing with ſo many Chri- 
ſtian Friends, (30D was pleaſed to permit Satan to 
| ſift me like Wheat. A general Account of which, 
I ſhall, by the divine Aſſiſtance, give in the follow- 


q ing Section. 

A brief and ſummary Account of my Temp. 
= - . tations, „ 

ho T my firſt ſetting out, in Compaſſion to my 


Weakneſs, I grew in Favour both with Go p 
and Man, and uſed to be much lifted up with ſenſible 
Devotion, eſpecially at the bleſſed Sacrament. 
But when Religion began to take Root in my Heart, 
and I was fully convinced my Soul muſt totally be 
renewed ere it could ſee Gop, LI was viſited with 
outward and inward Trials. 5 

I ̃ be firſt Thing I was called to give up for G o p, 

Was what. the World calls my fair a: 

3 | 57 7 
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had no ſooner rece ved the Sacrament publickly on a 


 Week-day at St. Mary's, but I was ſet up as a Mark 
for all the polite Students that knew me to ſhoot at. 


By this they knew that I was commenced Methodiſt; 


for tho' there is a Sacrament at the Beginning of every 
Term, at which all, eſpecially the Seniors, are, 
by Statute, obliged to be preſent; yet ſo dreadfully 
has that once faithful City played the Harlot, that 
very few Maſters, no under Graduates (but the Me. 


thodiſts) attended upon it. 

Mr. Charles Meſley (whom T muſt always mention 
with the greateſt Defzrence and Reſpect) walked with 
me (in order to confirm me) from the Church even 
to the College.—I confeſs, to my Shame, I would 
gladly have excuſed him; and the next Day going to 
his Room, one of our Fellows paſting by, I was a- 
ſhamed to be ſeen to knock at his Door. But, bleſ- 


ſed be Gov, this Fear of Mat gradually wore off.— 


As I had imitated Meodemus in his Cowardice, ſo, 
by the divine Aſſiſtance, I followed him in his Cou- 
rage. I confeſſed the Methodiſts more and more 
publickly every Day.—I walked openly with them, 
and choſe rather to bear Contempt with thoſe People: 
of Gov, than to enjoy the Applauſe of Almoſt- 
alts of a Seafon, 

en after this I incurred the Diſpleaſure bf the 
- Maſter of the College, who frequently chid, and once 
threatned to expe > me, if ever I viſited the Poor 
again.— Being ſurprized by this Treatment, and o- 
ver-awed by his Authority, I fpake unadviſedly with 
my Lips, and ſaid, if it diſpleaſed him, I would not. 
Conſt Conſcience ſoon pricked me for this ſinful 


Compmilance.—l!immediately repented, and viſited the 

Peor the firſt Opportunity, and told my Companions, 

if ever I was called to a Stake for Cori” s Sake, I 

would ſerve my Tongue as Archbiſhop Craumer ſer- 

ved his Hand, vig. make that burn firſt. 

My Tytor being a moderate Man, did not oppoſe 
me much, but thought, I believe, that J went a lit- 


tle too far. He lent. me Books, gave me 8 Py 
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viſited me, and furniſhed me with a Phyſician when 


ſick. In ſhort, he behaved in all reſpects like a Fa- 


ther; and I truſt Go p will remember him for good, 
in anſwer to the many Prayers I have put up in his 
Behalf. _ 
My Relations were quickly alarmed at the Altera- 

tion of my Behaviour, conceived ftrong.Prejudices 
againſt me, and, for ſome Time, counted my Life 
Madneſs, —T daily underwent ſome Contempt at Col- 
lege. Some have thrown Dirt at me; others, by 
Degrees, took away their Pay from me.—And two 
Friends, that were dear unto me, grew ſhy of, and 


forſook me, when they ſaw me reſolved to deny my- 


ſelf, take up my Croſs daily, and follow Jeſus Chrif. 
But our Lord, by his Spirit, ſoon convinced me 
that I muſt know no-one after the Fleſh; and I ſoon 
found that Promiſe Iiterally fulfilled, © That no one 
c hath left Father or Mother, Brethren or Siſters, 
«© Houſes or Lands, for Chriſt's Sake and the Goſ- 
« pel's, but he ſhall receive a hundred-fold in this 
« Life, with Perſecution, as wE@llas eternal Life in 
« the World to come.” - 8 
Thie, tho? little, were uſeful Trials, They in- 
ured ie to Contempt, leſſened Self- love, M taught 
me to die daily. — My inward Sufferings were of a 
more uncommon Nature. — Satan ſeemed to have de- 


fired me in particular to ſift me as Wheat. -G ob 


permitted him, for wiſe Reaſons I have ſeen already, 
_ that his future Bleſſings might not prove my 
uin. 
From my firſt Awakenings to the divine Life, I felt 
a particular hungering and thirſting after the Humility 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Night and Day I prayed to be a 
Partaker of that Grace, imagining that the Habit 


of Humility would be inftantaneouſly infuſed into my 
Soul. But as Gideon taught the Men of Succoth with 


Thorns, ſo Gop (if J am yet in any Meaſure bleſ- 


fed with true Poverty of Spirit) taught it me by the 
"Exerciſe of ſtrong Temptations, 
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of them till the Sweat came through me. 


„ 

T obſerved before how I uſed to be favoured with 
ſenſible Devotion; thoſe Comforts were ſoon with- 
drawn, and an horrible Fearfulneſs and Dread per- 
mitted to overwhelm my Soul.—One Morning in par- 
ticular, riſing from my Bed, I felt an unuſual Impreſ- 
fion and Weight upon my Breaft, attended with in- 
ward Dark neſs.— I applied to my Friend Mr. Charles 


. Wi/key ;—he adviſed me to keep upon my Watch, 


and referred me to a Chapter in Kempis, 8 
In a ſhort Time I perceived this Load gradually 

increaſe, till it almoſt weighed me down, and full 

convinced me that Satan had as real a Poſſeſſion of, 


and Power given over my Body, as he had once o- 


ver Job's. —All Power of meditating, or even think- 


ing, was taken from me. My Memory quite failed 


me. My whole Soul was barren and dry, and ] could 
fancy myſelf to be like nothing fo much as a Man 
locked up in ron Armour. 

Whenever kneeled down, I felt great Heavings 
in my Body, and have often prayed under the Weight 
At this 
Time Satan uſed to terrify me much, and threatened 


to puniſnh me if I diſcovered his Wiles.—Ilt being my 
Duty, as Servitor, in my Turn to knock at the 


Gentlemens Rooms by ten at Night, to ſee who were 
in their Rooms, I thought the Devil would appear 
to me ever Stair | went up. — And he ſo troubled 


me when | lay down to reſt, chat for ſome Weeks I 
ſcarce ſlept above three Hours ata Time. | 


GO only knows how many Nights | have lain up- 
on my Bed, groaning under the Weight felt, and 


bidding Satan depart from me in the Name of Jeſus. 
Whole Days and Weeks have I ſpent in lying pro- 


firate on the Ground, and begging for Freedom from 


thoſe proud belliſh 'T houghts that uſed to crowd in 


upon, and diſtract my Soul. But Gop made Satan 
drive out Satan,. — For thefe Thoughts and Suggeſti- 


ons created ſuch a Self-Abhorrence within me, that 
I never ceaſed wreſtling with G 0D, till he bleſſed m 
with a Victory over them,—Selt-love, Self-will, Pride 
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= Afterwards 1 a 
| tho? my Place furniſned me with Variety. —l faſted 


iy Thing that 1 did. 
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and Envy, ſo buffeted me in their Turns, that I * Was 


[reſolved either to die or conquer.— I wanted to ſee 


Sin as it was, but feared, at the ſaiae Time, leſt 


the Sight of it ſhould terrify me to Death. 


Whilſt my inward Man was thus exerciſed, my 
outward Man was not unemployed. I ſoon found 


= whata Slave I had been to my ſenſual Appetite, and 
now reſolved to get the Maſter over it by the Help 


of Feſus Chriſt. ,—Accordingly, by Degrees | b-gan 


| to leave off eating Fruits and ſuch like, and gave the 


Money! 1 ſpent in that Way to the Poor. 
ways choſe the worſt Sort of Food, 


twice a Week. My Apparel was mean. — thought 


it unbecoming a Penitent to have his Hair powdered. 
l wore woollen Gloves, a patched Gown and dirty 


Shoes; — and tho' I was then convinced that the King- 
dom of Go did not conſiſt in Meats and Drinks, yet 
I reſolutely perſiſted in theſe voluntary Acts of Self- 
denial, becauſe I found them great Promoters of the 
ſpiritual Life. 

For many Months I went on in this State, faint, 
yetpurſuing, and travelling along in the dark, in hope 
that the Star I had (before once) ſeen, wot hereat- 
ter appear again. —DPuring this Seaſon ! was very 
active; but finding Pride creeping in at the End of 


| almoſt every Thought, Word and Action, and meet- 


ing with Caftaniza's Spiritual Combat, in which he 
ſays, ** That he that is employed in mortifying his 
„ Will, was as well employed as tho he was con- 
ec verting Indians, or Words to that Effect, Satan 
ſo impoſed upon my underſtanding, that he gerſuaded 


me to ſhut myſelf up in my Study, till [ could do . 


good with a ſingle Eye, left in endeavouring to fave 
othErs, as l did now, I ſhould, at laſt, by Pride and 
Self. complacence, loſe myſelf. 

Henceforward he transformed himſelf i into an An- 


the good, and not the evil Spirit ſuggeſted to me eve- 


His 


. 


el of Light, and worked ſo artfully, that I imagined 


* r 


His main Drift was to lead me into a State of Qui- 

etiſm, (He generally plowed with Gop's Heifer) and 
when the Holy Spirit put into my Heart good 
Thoughts or Convictions, he. always drove chem to 
Extremes. —For inſtance, having out of Pride, put 


down in my Diary what I gave away, Satan tempted 
me to lay my Diary quite aſide.— When Caftaniza | 
adviſed to talk but little, Satan ſaid I muſt not talk | 


at all.— So that I, who uſed to be the moſt forward 
in exhorting my Companions, have ſate whole Nights 
almoſt without ſpeaking at all. Again when Caſta- 


nixa adviſed to endeavour after a filent Recollection 


and waiting upon Gop, Satan told me I muſt leave 
off allForms, and rfot uſe my Voice in Prayer at all. 
The Time would fail me to recount all the Inſtances 


of this Kind in which he had deceived me. But 
when Matters came to an extreme, Gop always 


ſhewed me my Error, and, by his Spirit, pointed out 


d Way for me to Eſcape. f | 
Abe Devil alſo ſadly impoſed upon me in the 
Matter of my College Exerciſes. —Whenever I en- 
deavoured to compoſe my Theme, I had no Power 
to write a Word, nor ſo much as to-te]ll my Criſti- 
an Friends of my Inability to do it. —Sazuraay being 
come (which is the Day the Students give up their 
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Compoſitions) it was ſuggeſted to me, that I muſt go x 


down into the Hall, and confefs IJ could not make a 
Theme, and fo publickly ſuffer, as if it were for my 
Maſter's Sake. When the Bell rung to call us, I 
- went to open the Door to go down Stairs, but feeling 
ſomethin; give me a violent in ward Check, I entered 
my Study, and continued inſtant in Prayer, waiting 
the Event.—For this my Tutor fined me half a Crown. 
The next Week Satan ſerved me in like Manner 
again ;—But having now got more Strength, and 
perceiving no inward Check, I went into the Hall. — 
My Name being called, I ſtood up, and told my 
Tutor I could not make a Theme.—I think he 


% 
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fined me a ſecond Time; but imagining that IWoulnslek 
not willingly negle& my Exerciſe, he afterwards cal. 
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ed nie into the common Room, and kindly enquired 
hether any Misfortune had bafallen me, or what: 
was the Reaſon I could not make a Theme? I burſt: 
into Tears, and aſſured him that it was not out of 
Contempt of Authority, but that I could not act o- 
W therwiſfe. Then at length he ſaid, he believed I could 
not; and when he left me, told a Friend (as he very 
well might) that he took me to be really mad. — 
This Friend hearing from my Tutor what had hap- 
pened, came to me, urging the Command in Sefſb- 
ture, to be ſubjett to the higher Powers. I anſwer- 7 
ed, Ves; but J had a new Revelation. Lord, what 
is Man! | - | 
As I daily got Strength, by continued, tho? al- 
moſt ſilent Prayer, in my Study, my Temptations 1 
grew ſtronger alſo, particularly for two or three Days 
before Deliverance came. Near five or {ix Weeks 1 
pad now ſpent in my Study, except when I was ob- 
liged to go out. During this Time I was fighting 
with my Corruptions, and did little elſe beſides kneel- 
ing down by my Bed-ſide, feeling, as it were a heavy 
Preſſure upon my Body, as well as an unſpeakable 
Oppreſſion of Mind, yet offering up my Soul toGop, 
to do with me as it pleaſed him, It was now ſug-' 
geſted to me, that Ze/us Chriſt was amongſt the wild 
Beaſts when he was tempted, and that I ought to fol- 
low his Example; and being willingy as I thought, 
to imitate Fe/as Chriſt, after Supper I went into 
Chriſt- Church Walk, near our College, and continued 
in filent Prayer under one of the 'Trees for near two 
Hours, ſometimes lying flat on my Face, ſometimes 
kneeling upon my Knees, all the while filled with 
Fear and Concern leſt ſome of my Brethren ſhould be 
© overwhelmed with Pride.—The Night being ſtormy, 
itt gave me awful Thoughts of the Day of Judgment. 
I continued I think till the great Bell rung for Res. 
8 to the College, not without finding ſome | 
eluctance in the natural Man againſt ſtaying fo 
long in the Cold, „ * 
N x #8. 5 : K | 3 The 
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The next Night I repeated the ſame Exerciſe at 
the ſame Place. But the Hour of Extremity being | 
now come, Gop was pleaſed to make an open Shew | 
of thoſe Diabolical Devices by which I had been de- 
ceived. _ | | =, 

By this Time I had left off keeping my Diary, 
uſing my Forms, or ſcarce my Voice in Prayer, viſit- 
ing the Priſoners, Sc. Nothing remained for me to 
leave, unleſs I forſook publick Worſhip, but my re- 
ligious Friends.—Now it was ſuggeſted that I muſt 
leave them alſo for Chri/?'s Sake.—This was a ſore 
Trial, but rather than rot be, as I fancied, Chri/?'s 
Diſciple, I reſolved to renounce them, tho' as dear 
to me as my own Soul.—Accordingly, the next Day 
being Vednęſday, whereon we kept one of our week- 
ly Faſts, inftead of meeting with my Brethren as 
uſual, I went out into the Fields, and prayed ſilently 
by myſelf. —Our Evening Meeting I neglected alſo, 
and went not to Breakfaſt, according to Appointment, 
with Mr. Charles W:/iey the Day ru, 
with many other concurring Circumſtances, made my 
honoured Friend, Mr. Charles Neſley, ſuſpect ſome- 
thing more than ordinary was the Matter. He came 
to my Room, ſoon found out my Caſe; apprized 
me of my Danger if I would not take Advice, and 
recommended me to his Brother Jon, Fellow of Lin- 
cola-College, as more experienced in the ſpiritual Life, 
Go gave me (Bleſſed be his holy Name!) a teach- 
able Temper; I waited upon his Brother, with 
whom from that Time I had the Honour of growing 
intimate. He adviſed me to reſume all my Externals, 
tho' not to depend on them in the leaſt, From time 
to time he gave me Directions as my various and 
pitiable State required; and at length, by his excel- 
lent Advice and Management of me, under Gov, 1 
Was delivered from thoſe Wiles of Satan. —Praiſe 
the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within me 

pPraiſe his holy Name! d WES. IP 


During this, and all other Seaſons of Temptation, 


my Soul was inwardly ſupported with great Courage 


> 
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and Reſolution from above. Every Day Gor made 
me willing to renew the Combat, and tho? my Soul, 
when quite empty of Gop, was very prone to ſeek 
Satisfaction in the Creature, and ſometimes I fell into 
Senſuality, yet 1 was generally enabled to wait in 
Silence for the Salvation of Gob, or to perſiſt in 
Prayer, till ſome Beams of ſpiritual Light and Com- 
fort were vouchſafed me from on high. Themas a 
Kempis, (ſince tranſlated and publiſhed by Mr. John 
IVe/lety) Caſtanixa's Combat, and the Greek Tefta- 
ment (every Reading of which I endeavoured to turn 
into a Prayer) were of great Help and Furtherance 
to me, On receiving the holy Sacrament, eſpecial- 
ly before Trials, I have found Grace in a very af- 
fecting Manner, and in abundant Meaſure ſometimes 
imparted to my Soul; an irrefragable Proof to me 
of the miſerable Deluſion of the Author of that call- 
ed, The plain Account of the Sacrament, whach ſinks 
that holy Ordinance into a bare Memonal, who, if 
he obſtinately refuſe the Inſtruction of the Moſt 
__ High, will doubtleſs, without Repentance, bear his 
Puniſhment, whoſoever he be. 2 
To proceed. I had now taken up my Externals 
again; —and tho' Satan for ſome Weeks had been 
biting my Heel, Gop was pleaſed to ſhew me that I 
ſhould ſoon bruiſe his Head. —A few Days after, as 
I was walking along, I met with a poor Woman, 
whoſe Huſband was then in Bocardo, or Oxford Town- - 
Goal, which I conſtantly viſited. Seeing her much 
diſcompoſed, I enquired the Cauſe.—She told me, 
not being able to bear the crying of her Children, 
ready to periſh for Hunger, and having nothing to 
relieve them, ſhe had been to drown herſelf, but was 
mercifully prevented, and faid ſhe was coming to my 
Room to inform me of it.— !] gave her ſome im- 
mediate Relief, and deſired her to meet me at the 
Priſon with her and in the Afternoon.--Shecame, 
g and their God viſited them both by his free Grace; 


„ ſhe was powerfully quickened from above; and 
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When Lhad done reading, he came to me like the 
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trembling Goaler, and graſping my Hand, cried out, 
« I am upon the Brink of Hell!“ From this 
Time forward both of them grew in Grace. — Gov, 
by. his Providence, ſoon delivered him from his Con- 
fnement,——'Tho' notorious Offenders againſt Gop 
and one another before, yet now they became Helps 
meet for each other in the great Work of their Sal- 
vation,—They are both now living, and, 1 truſt, 
will be my Joy and Crown of rejoicing in the great 
Day of our Lord Jeſus. 
Soon after this the holy Seaſon of Leut came on, 
which our Friends kept very ſtrictly, eating no Fleſh 
during the fix Weeks, except on Saturdays and Sun- 
days. I abftained frequently on Saturdays alſo, and 
ate nothing on the other Days, (except on Sunday) but 
Sage-tea without Sugar, and coarſe Bread. — I con- 
ſtantly walked out in the cold Mornings, till Part of 
one of my Hands was quite black. — This, with my 
continued Abſtinence, and inward Conflicts, at length 
ſo emaciated my Body, that at Paſſion- week, finding 
I could ſcarce creep up Stairs, I was obliged to in- 
form my kind Tutor of my Conditien, who imme- 
diately ſent for a Phyſician to me. . 
This cauſed no ſmall Triumph amongſt the Colle- 
ians, who began to cry out, What is his Faſting 
come to now?“ But I rejoiced in this Reproach, 
knowing that tho' I had been imprudent, and loſt 
- much of my Fleſh, yet I had nevertheleſs increaſed 
in the Spirit. | 
'This Fit of Sickneſs continued upon me for ſeven 
Weeks, and a glorious Viſitation it was.—The bleſ- 
fed Spirit was all this Time purifying my Soul. — 
All my former groſs and notorious, and even my 
Heart-fins alſo, were now ſet home upon me, of 
which 1 wrote down ſome Remembrance immediate - 
Iy, and confeſſed them before Gop Morning and 
 Evening..—Tho? weak, I often ſpent two Hours in 
my Evening Retirements, and prayed over my Gree# 
Teſtament, and Biſhop Hall's moſt excellent Contem- 


| 


| 


plations, every Hour that my Health would permit, 


About 
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About the End of the ſeven Weeks, and after J had 
been groaning under an unſpeakable Preſſure both of 
Body and Mind for above a Twelve- month; Gop 
was pleaſed to ſet me free in the following Manner. 


One Day, perceiving an uncommon Drought, 
and a difagreeable Clammineſs in my Month, and 
uſing Things to allay my Thirſt, but in vain, it was 
ſuggeſted to me, that when Ye/us Chrift cried out, 
« [| thirſt,” his Sufferings were near at an End. Up- 
on which, I caſt myſelf down on the Bed, crying out, 
I thirſt! I thirſt? and acted Faith upon a crucified 
Jeſus, bleeding for me in particular.—Soon after 
this, I found and felt in myſelf, that I was delivered 
from the Burden that had fo heavily oppreſſed me! 
The Spirit of Mourning was taken from me, and | 
knew what it was truly to rejoice in Gop my Savi- 
our, and, for ſome Time, could not avoid ſinging 
Pſalms wherever 1 was; but my Joy gradually be- 
came more ſettled, and, bleſſed be Gop, has abode 
and increaſed in my Soul (ſaving a few caſual Inter- 
miſſions) ever ſince ! | 

Thus were the Days of my Mourning ended.— 
After a long Night of Deſertion and Temptation, the 
Star, which I had ſeen at a Diſtance before, began 
to appear again, and the Day-ſtar aroſe in my Heart. 
— Now did the Spirit of Gop take Poſſeſſion of my 
Soul, and, as I humbly hope, ſeal me to the Day 
of Redemption, gu | 


S E ME | 

From the Time of my firſt leaving the Univer= 
ſity to go to Glouceſter, fill the Time of 
my Ordination. | 


As faſt as J got Strength after my Sickneſs, my 


Tutor, Phyſician, and ſome others, were ſtill 


urging me to go into the Country, hoping thereby 
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to divert me, as . — So a too intenſe 
Application to Religion. —I had for ſome Time, 
been aware of their Deſign, and wrote Letters, be- 
ſeeching my Mother, 1f ſhe valued my Soul, not to- 
lay her Commands on me ta come down, She was 
pleaſed to leave me to my Choice; but finding at laſt 
it was neceſſary for my Health, and many other 
providential Circumſtances pointing out my Way, af- 
ter earneſt Prayer for Support, by the Advice of my 
Friends, I left my ſweet Retirement at Oxford, and 
went to G/oucefter, the Place of my Nativity. 

Having now obtained Mercy from Gop, and re- 
ceived the Spirit of Adoption in my Heart, my 
Friends were ſurprized to ſee me look and behave ſo 
chcarfully, after the many Reports they had heard 
concerning me. However, I ſoon found myſelf to 
be as a Sheep ſent forth amongſt Wolves in Sheep's 
Clothing: For they immediately endeavoured to diſ- 
ſuade me (as they had lately done a Friend that be- 
gan with me) from a conſtant Uſe of the Means of 
Grace, eſpecially from weekly Abſtinence, and re- 
_ ceiving the bleſſed Sacrament.— But Gop enabled 
re to reſiſt them ſtedfaſt in the Faith, by keeping 
eloſe io him in his holy Ordinances, I was made to 
triuraph over all. 

Being unaccuſtomed for ſome Time to live with- 
- out. ſpiritual Companions, and finding none that 
would join heartily with me, no, not one, I watched 
unto Prayer all the Day long, beſeeching God to 

raiſe me ſome religious Aſſociates in his own Way 
and Time. 

Iwill endeavour either to find or make a Friend, 
had been my Reſolution now for ſome Time; and 
therefore, after importunate Prayer one Day, I reſol- 
ved to go to the Houſe of one Mrs. — , to 
whom I had formerly read Plays, SpeQtators, Pope's 
Homer, and ſuch like trifling Books, —hoping the Al- 
teration ſhe now would find in my Sentiments, might, 
under Gop, influence her Soul. —Gop was pleaſed 85 
is p-hleſs the_Viſit with the deſired Feet übe PR 7 
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ved the Word Fad She wanted to de taught the 
Way of Gop more perfectly, and ſoon became a 
Fool for Chriſt's Sake. Not long after, Go p made 
me inſtrumental to awaken ſeveral young Perſons, 
who ſoon formed themſelves into a little Society, and 
had quickly the Honour of being deſpiſed at Glouce- 
er, as we had been before them at Oxford: Thus, 
all that will live godly in Chrift Feſas, muſt ſuffer 
Perſecution 

My Mind being .now more open and enlarged, I 
began to read the holy Scriptures (upon my Knees) 
laying aſide all other Books, an i pray over, if 
poſible, every Line and Word. Thi proved Meat 
indeed, and Drink indeed, to my Soul. —I daily re- 
ceived freſh Life, Light, and Power from above.— 
I got more true Knowledge from reading the Book of 
Govin one Month, than I could Ever have acquired 
from All the Writings of Men.—In one Word, I 
found it profitable for Reproof, for Correction, for 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, every Way ſufficient to 
make the Man of Go» perfect, throughly furniſhed 
unto every good Word and Work. 

During my Abſence from Oxfora,. I ſpent three. 
Weeks at Briſtol, whither I went to ſee ſome Rela- 
tions, but could nat do- them much good becauſe of 
the Prejudices they had conceived againſt me, —How- 
ever, I daily walked with God, and going to viſit 
an Aunt, then in an Alms-houſe there, Go p brought 
in my Way a young Woman, who was hungeri and 
thirſting after Righteouſneſs. —She received the W. ord 
into an honeſt and good Heart, and ſince has proved 
a true Follower of 7e/as Christ. —80 gracious was 
the Lord, even in theſe my very early Days, not to 
leave himſelf without Witneſs, in that he thus vouch- 
ſafed to bleſs my poor Endeavours in every Place 
whereto his Providence zoo ſent me! 

According to his abundant Mercy he alſo raiſed me 
up ſome temporal Supplies. For ſome conſiderable 
Time I had followed the Example of Profeſſor Frant, 
and whenever I wanted any wordly Aſſiſtance, plead: 

ed 
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ed the Scripture Promiſes for the Things of this Life, 
as well as that which is to come, in the Name of 
Feſus Chrifg.—T his is ſtill my Practice, and I never 
yet failed of Succeſs. When I came from Oxford, 
on account of my Sickneſs, and other extraordinary 


and unavoidable Expences, I owed, I think, about 


twelve or thirteen Pounds; and when I went to Bri- 


fol, J was ſo poor, that I was obliged to borrow Mo- 


ney of my kind Hoſteſs, Mrs. , with whom 
I lodged at Glouceſter (and whoſe Huſband and Fa- 
mily I pray Gop eternally to bleſs) to bear my 
Charges on the Road. This, I bleſs Go p, did not 
diſhearten me; but I continued pleading the Pro- 
miſes in the Name of Chri/, and ſoon after my co- 
ming to Briſtol I received an Anſwer.— For a Brother 
of mine coming from Sea, God inclined him to give 
me four Guineas, and ſome other Neceſſaries. And 
when I returned to Gloucęſfer (as I did after I had 
continued a ſhort Time at Brie!) thoſe I expected 
fhould aſſiſt me, did not; but Perſons I never ſpoke 
to, and who, I thought, were my Enemies, were 
raifed up to ſupply my Wants, and fulfil that pro- 
miſe which I always pleaded, © Seek firſt the King- 
« dom of Go and his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
4 Things ſhall be added unto you. | 
Oh, what fweet Communion had I daily vouch- 


ſafed from Gop in Prayer after my coming again to 


Gloucefter /—How often have I been carried Fit be- 
yond myſelf when ſweetly meditating in the Fields ! 

How aſſuredly have I felt that Chrift dwelt in me, 

and I in him, and how did I daily walk in the Com- 

forts of the Holy Ghoſt, and was edified and refreſhed 
in the Multitude of \Peace! Not that I was always 
upon the Mount, ſometimes a Cloud would over- 

ſhadow me: But the Sun of Righteouſneſs quickly a- 

roſe and diſpelled it, and I knew it was Jeſus Chrift 
that revealed himſelf to my Soul. | | 

- Talways obſerved, as my inward Strength increaſed,” 

ſo my outward Sphere of Action increaſed proportion- 
ally.— In a ſhort Time therefore, I began to read to 


ſeme 
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| forme poor People twice or thrice a Week. 1 Uike- 
wiſe viſited two other little Societies beſides my own, 
and almoſt every Day, both then, and ſince, have 
found the Benefit.of being tempted myſelf, becauſe 
that alone taught me how to give proper Advice to 
thoſe that came to me when tempted. 

Occaſionally, as'Buſineſs and Opportunity permit- 
ted, I generally viſited one or two fick Perſons every 
Day, and tho? Silver and Gold I had little, of my 
own, yet, in Imitation of my Lord's Diſciples, who 
intreated in the Behalf of the fainting Multitude, I uſed | 
to pray unto him; and he, from time to time, in- 


dcilined ſeveral that were rich in this World to give 


me Money, ſo that I generally had a little Stock for 
the Poor always in my Hand. One of the Poor 
whom J viſited in this Manner, was called effectual- 
ly Ly Gop as at the eleventh Hour: She was'a 
Woman about threeſcore Years old, and, I really 
believe, diedin the true Faith of 22 C brif. 

About this Time Go p was pleaſed to enlighten 
my Soul, and bring me into the Knowledge of his 
free Grace; and the Neceſſity of being juſtified in 
his Sight by Faith only; this was more extraordina- 
ry, becauſe my Friends at Oxford had rather inclined 
to the Myſtic Divinity.—And one of them (a dear 
Servant of the Lord) lately confeſſed he did not like 
me ſo well when at Oxford, as the reſt of his Breth- 
ren, becauſe I held Juſtification by Faith only. And 
yet he obſerved I had moſt Succeſs. - But, bleſſed 
be Go p, moſt of us have now been taught this Do- 


Arrine of Chriſt, and, J hope, ſhall be willing to die 


in the Defence of it. It is the good old Doctrine of 
on Church of England, it is what the holy Martyrs 
in Queen Mary's Time ſealed with their Blood, 
| we which, I pray Gov, if need be, that I and my 
Brethren may ſeal with ours. 
Burkit's and Henry's Expoſitions were of admirable 
- Uſe to lead me into 10s, and all other Goſpel 
T om Fer many Months have I been almoſt al- 


vaſe | 
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ways upon my Knees, to ſtudy and pray over theſe 
Books. The Holy Spirit from time to time has led 
meinto the Knowledge of divine Things, and I have 
been directed, by watching and reading the Scripture 
in this Manner, even in the minuteſt Circumſtances, 
as plainly as the Fewws were, when cantulting the 

Urim and Thummin at the High-Prieſt's Breaſt ! 

Allen's Alarm, Baxter's Call to the Unconverted, 
and Zaneway's Life, which I read at leiſure Hours, 
much benefited me. I bleſs Gop, the Partition- 
wall of Bigotry and SeQ-religion was ſoon broken 
down in my Heart.—For as ſoon as the Love of 
Go p was ſhed abroad in my Soul, ] loved all of what- 
ever Denomination, that loved the Lord e/us in 
Sincerity of Heart. | 

During my Stay here, G o p enabled me to give a 

publick Teſtimony of my Repentance as to fecing 
and acting Plays,—PFor hearing the Strollers were 
coming to Town, and knowing what an egregious 
Offender I had been, |1 wreſtled with G o in Prayer 
to put me in a Way to manifeſt my Abhorrence of 
my former Sin and Folly, in Anſwer to this, | was 
ſtirred up to-extract Mr. Law's excellent Treatiſe, 
intitled, The abſolute Unlawfulne/s of the Stage Enter- 
tainment.— Go D gave me Favour in the Printer's 
Sight; and at my Requeſt he put a little of it in the - 
News for fix Weeks ſucceſſively, and Go p was pleaſed 
to give it his Bleſſing. 
Having been abſent for about ſix Months from the 
Univerſity, I thought it Time to think of returning 
thither; but before I came to a Reſolution, was con- 
vinced of the contrary. 

At my firſt coming to 1 being uſed to 
viſit the Priſoners at Oxford, I prayed moſt earneſtly 
that Go» would open a Door for me to viſit the 
Priſoners here alſo, Quickly after, I dreamed that 
one of the Priſoners came to be inſtructed by me: 
and it was impreſſed much upon my Heart.—In the 
rung I went to the Door of the County-Goal; 

I knocked 
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= 2 knocked, but no Body came to open it.— I thought 

N the Hour was not yet come. —! waited ſtill upon 
Gov in Prayer, and in ſome Months after came a 
Letter from a Friend at Oxford, deſiring me to 
to one Pebworth, who was broken out of Oxford 
Goal, and was retaken at Glouce/ter. As ſoon as I 
read this Letter, it appeared to me that my Prayer 
was now anſwered, Immediately I went to the Priſon, 
aſſurealy gathering that the Lord called me thither.— 
I met with the Perſon;*and finding him and ſome o- 
thers willing to hear the Word of God, having gain- 
ed Leave of the Keeper and two Ordinaries, 1 con- 
ſtantly read to, and prayed with them every Day I 
was in Town.—I alſo begged Money for them, 
whereby I was enabled to releaſe ſome of them, and 
cauſe Proviſion to be diſtributed weekly amongſt them, 
as alſo to put ſuch Books into their Hands as | judged 
moſt proper.— ] cannot ſay any one of the Prifpers 
was effectually wrought upon; however, much Evil 

was prevented, many were convinced, and my own 

Soul was much edified and ftrengthened in the Love 
of GoD and Man. 

Thus employed I continued in my own City three 
Months longer. Deſpiſed indeed by Man, but high- 
ly bleſſed by the Grace of Go v.—My Underſtand- 
ing was enlightened, my Will broken, and my Af- 
fections more and more enliveyed with a Zeal for 
Chriſt.— Many ſuch, I believe, were added to our 
little Society as ſhall be ſaved. —Preſh Supplies came 
from unexpected Hands to defray my Expences at the 
Univerſity.—And at the End of nine Months I re- 
turned thither, to the mutual Joy and Comfort of 
my Friends, till I was called to enter into Holy 
Orders. The particular Circumſtances of which 1 

mall relate in the following Section. 


ſent me into the Miniſtry. 
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Of my Preparation for Holy Orders. 


> 


[ OM the Time I firſt entered at the Univerſity, 
eſpecially from the Time] knew what was true 


and undefiled Chriſtianity, | entertained high Thoughts 


of the importance of the Miniflerial Office, and was 


not ſollicitous what Place ſhould be prepared for me, 
but how 1 ſhould be prepated for a Place. That 
ſaying of the Apoſtle, Not a Novice, leſt being 


* puffed up with Pride, he jall into the Condemna- 


« tion of the Devil;” And that firſt Queſtion of our 
excellent Ordination Office, Do you truſt that 
« you are 77zwardly moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 
& upon you this Office and Adminiftration?”? uſed 


even to make me tremble whenever I thought of 


entering into the Miniftry. The Shyneſs that Mo/es 
and ſome other Prophets expreſſed, when Go p ſent 
them out in a publick Capacity, I thought was ſuf- 
ficient to teach me not to run till | was called.— 
He who knoweth the Hearts of Men, is Witneſs that 
J never prayed more earnefily againſt any Thing, 
than I did again entering into the Service of the 
Church % on. - Oftentimes ! have been in an Ago- 
ny in Prayer, when under Convictions of my Inſuffi- 


ciency for fo great a Work. — With ſtrong Cryings 


and Tears I have often ſaid, Lord, I am a Youth 
„of uncircumciſed Lips; Lord, ſend me not into 


1 thy Vineyard yet; And ſometimes I had Reaſon 


to think Gop was angry with me for reſiſting his 


Will. However, I was reſolved to pray thus, as 


long as I could. If Gop did not grant my Requeſt 
in keeping me out of zz, I knew his Grace would be 
ſufficient to ſupport and ſtrengthen me whenever he 
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To my Prayers I added my Endeavours, and wrote 
Letters to my Friends at Oxford, beſeeching them to 
pray to G 0D to diſappoint the Deſigns of my Coun- 
try Friends, who were for my taking Orders as ſoon 
as poſſible. Their Anſwer was, Pray we the Lord 
% of the Harveſt to ſend thee and many more La- 
cc bourers into his Harveſt.” Another old and worthy 
Miniſter of Chriſt, when TI wrote to him about the 
Meaning of the Word Novice, anſwered, it meant a 
Novice in Grace, and not in Years; and he was 
pleaſed to add, if St. Paul were then at Glouceſter, 
he believed St. Paul would brdain me.— All this did 
not ſatisfy me,—I ſtill continued inſtant in Prayer 
againſt going into Holy Orders, and was not tho- 

roughly convinced it was the divine Will, till Go p, 
by his Providence, brought me acquainted with the 
preſent Biſhop of Glouceſter. ; 

Before I converſed with his Lordſhip, Gop was 
pleaſed to give me previous Notice of it. Long ere 
J had the leaſt Proſpect of being called before the Bi- 
ſhop, I dreamed one Night, I was talking with him 
in his Palace, and that he gave me tome Gold, which 
ſeemed to ſound again in my Hand. —Afterward this 
Dream would often come into my Mind; and when- 
ever I ſaw the Biſhop at Church, a ſtrong Perſuafjon 
would ariſe in my Mind that I ſhould very ſhortly 
go to him: I always checked it, and prayed to G op 
do preſerve me from ever defiring that Honour which 
cometh of Man.—One Afternoon it happened that 
the Biſhop took a ſolitary Walk, (as I was told af- 
- terwards) to old Lady Selwyr's near Gloucefter, who, 
not long before, had made me a Preſent of a Piece 
of Gold. She, I found, recommended me to the 
Biſhop ; and a few Days after, as I was coming from 
the Cathedral Prayers, thinking of no den Thing 2 
one of the Vergers called“ 85 me, and ſaid, the Bi- 
ſhop deſired to ſpeak with me, I, forgetful at that 
Time of my Dream, immediately turned back, con- 
ſidering within myſelf what I had done to deſerve 
D 18 
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bis Lordſhip's Diſpleaſure. When I came to the 
Top of the Palace Stairs, the Biſhop took me by the 


Hand, told me he was glad to ſee me, and bid me 
to wait a little till he had put off his Habit, and he 
would return to me again. This gave me an Op- 
portunity of praying to God for his Aſſiſtance, and 
adoring him for his Providence over me. | 
At his coming again into the Room, the Biſhop 


told me he had heard of my CharaQter, liked my 


Behaviour at Church, and enquiring my Age, © Not- 
c withſtanding, ſays he, I have declared I would not 
& ordain any one under three and twenty, yet I 
& ſhall think it my Duty to ordain you whenever 
* you come for Holy Orders.” He then made me 
aPreſentof Five Guineas to buy me a Book, which 
ſounding ___- in my Hand, put me in Mind of my 
Dream, whereupon my Heart was filled with a Senſe 
of Gop's Love. Ei, 

Before I came home this News had reached my 
Friends; who, being fond of my having ſucha great 
Man's Favour, were very ſollicitous to know the 
Event of my Viſit. Many Things I hid from them; 
but when they preſſed me hard, I was obliged to 
tell them how the Biſhop, of his own Accord, had 


offered to give me Holy Orders wheneyer I would. 


On which they, knowing how I had depended on 
the Declaration his Lordſhip had made ſome Time 

ago, that he would ordain none under three and 

twenty, ſaid, —and I then began to think myſelf, 

«© That if I held out any longer, I ſhould fight a- 

« gainſt Go D.“ —At length I came to a Reſolution, 
by Gop's Leave, to offer myſelf for Holy Orders 

the next Ember- daes. | 

The only Thing now in Diſpute was, into what 
Part of my Lord's Vineyard I ſhould be ſent to la- 

bour firſt —Gop had given me much Succeſs in 
Glouce/ter ; and my Friends being deſirous of having 
me near them, I had Thoughts of ſettling amongſt 
them. But when I came to Oxford, my Friends 

urged 


o 


[ 39 3 
urged ſeveral Reaſons for my continuing at the U- 
niverſity.—** The Mr. Weſleys had not long been 
«« gone abroad, and now no one was left to take 
Care of the Priſon Affairs, Sc. — They further 
urged, That Gop had bleſſed my Endeavours there 
as well as at Glouceſter; that the Univerſity was 
* the Fountain-head, that every Gownſman's Name 
« was Legion, and that if I ſhould be made inftru- 
© mental in convegting one of them, it would be as 
% much as converting a whole Pariſh.” At the ſame 
Time (unknown to me) ſome of them ſent to that 
great and good Man, the late Sir John Philips, who 
was a great Encourager of the Oxford Methodiſts ; 
and tho* he had never ſeen, but only heard of me, 
yet he ſent Word he would allow me thirty Pounds 
a Year, if I would continue at the Univerſity. Up- 
on this, finding the Care of the Priſoners would be 
no more than under Goo I could undertake with 
Pleaſure, and knowing the Univerſity was the beſt 
Place to proſecute my Studies, I reſolved, Gop wil- 
ling, to wait at Oxford for a Bleſſing on the firſt - 
Fruits of my miniſterial Labours. 

In the mean while, having before made ſome Ob- 
ſervations upon the Thirty nine Articles, and proved 
them by Scripture, I ſtrictly examined myſelf by the 
Qualifications required for a Miniſter in St. Paul's 
Epiſtle to Timothy, and alſo by every Queſtion that - 

knew was to be publickly put to me at the Time of 
my Ordination. This latter I drew out in Writing 
at large, and ſealed my approbation of it every Sun 
day at the bleſſed Sacrament.—At length Trinity 
Sunday being near at hand, and having my Teſtimo- 
nials from the College, I went a Fortnight before 
hand to Gloucefter, intending to compole ſome Ser- 
mons, and to give myſelf more particularly to 
Prayer. | ; 

But Gop's Thoughts are not as our Thoughts.— 
When I came to Glouce/ter, notwithſtanding I ſtrove 
and prayed for ſeveral _ and had Matter enough 
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in my Heart, yet I was ſo reſtrained that I could 
not compoſe any Thing at all. I mentioned my 
Caſe to one Clergyman. He ſaid, ** I was an En- 
% thuſtaſt.” I wrote to another who was experien- 
ced in the divine Life; he gave me ſome Reaſons 
why Gop might deal with me in that Manner, and 
withal promiſed me his Prayers. — ] joined with him 
in importunate Supplication to know whether this 
Reſtraint was of God or not ?—At laſt, in read- 
ing Mr. Henry, upon the Aas of the Apoſtles, this 
Paſſage was much preſſed upon my Heart, Ve 
ayed to go into Bythinia, but the Spirit ſuffered us 
* ot.” Looking a little farther, J found a Quota- 
tion out of Zze#:e/, wherein God ſaid to that young 
Prophet, juſt after he had given him a divine and 


publick Commiſſion, ** Thou ſhalt be dumb, but when 


« ] ſpeak wnto thee, then ſhalt thou ſpeak.” This 
made me quite eaſy. The remainder of the Fort- 
night I ſpent in reading the ſeveral Miſſions of the 
Prophets and Apoftles, and wreftled with Gop to 
give me Grace to follow their good Examples. 


About three Days before the Time appointed for 


Ordination the Biſhop came to Town. The next 
Evening I ſent his Lordſhip an Abſtract of my private 
Examination upon theſe two Queſtions, ** Do you 
* truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghojt 
to take upon you this Office and Adminiftiration ?"" 
And, Are you called according to the Will of our 
«© Lord Fe/us Chriſt, and the Laxws of this Realm? 
The next Morning I waited on the Biſhop. He re- 


.ceived me with much Love, telling me, He was 


glad I was come; that he was ſatisfied with the 
Preparation I had made, and with the Allowance 
given me by Sir Jo Philips. I had myſelf (faid 
« he, made Proviſion for you of two little Pariſhes, 
% but ſince you chooſe to be at Oxford, I am very 
well pleaſed. —1 doubt not but you will do much 
« good. — Upon this I took my Leave, abaſhed 
with Gop's Goodneſs to ſuch a Wretch, hut withal 
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exceed- 


exceedingly rejoiced, that in every Circumſtance he 
made my Way into the Miniſtry ſo very plain before 
my Face! | | 

This, I think, was on Friday. The Day follow- 
ing I continued in Abſtinence and Prayer.—In the 
Evening I retired to a Hill near the Town, and pray- 
ed fervently for about two Hours, in Behalf of 
myſelf and thoſe: that were to be ordained with 
me. | 
On Sunday Morning I roſe early, and prayed over 
St. Paul's Ppiſtle to Timothy, and more particularly 
over that Precept, Let no one de/pi/e thy J onth.“ 
— When 1 went up to the Altar, I could think of 
nothing but Samuel's ſtanding a little Child before 
the Lord with a Linen Ephod.— When the Biſhop 
laid his Hands upon my Head, my Heart was melted 
down, and 1 offered up my whole Spirit, Soul and 
Body, to.the Service of Gop's Sanctuary! I read 
the Goſpel, at the Biſhop's Command, with Power, 
and afterward ſealed the good Confeſſion I had made 
before many Witneſſes, by partaking of the holy 
Sacrament of our Lord's moſt bleſſed Body and 
Blood ! | 1 

Being reſtrained from Writing, as was before ob- 
ſerved, I could not preach in the Afternoon, tho 
much ſolicited thereto, But I read Prayers to the 
poor Priſoners, being willing to let the firſt Act of 
my miniſterial Office be an Act of Charity. | 

The next Morning, waiting upon Gop in Prayer, 
to know what he would have me to do, theſe Words; 
«© /peat out Paul,” came with great Power to my 
Soul. Immediately my Heart was enlarged. —Gop 
ipake to me by his Spirit, and I was no longer 
dumb.—lI finithed a Sermon J had in hand ſome 
Time before, I began another, and preached the 
Sunday tollowing to a very crowded Audience, with 
as much Freedom as tho' I had been a Preacher for 
ſome Years, 
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Oh the . Benefit of ling to the ver; | 


and exerciſing our Talents while Students at the Uni- 


verſity ! Such previous Acts are very proper to pre- 
pare us for the Work of our Lord, and make us not 
unapt to teach in a more publick Manner.— It is re- 
markable that our Lord ſent out his Apoſtles on ſhort 
Miſſions, before they were ſo ſolemnly authoriſed at 
the Day of Pentecoſt. Would the Heads and Tutors 
of our Univerſities follow his Example, and, inſtead 
of diſcouraging their Pupils from doing any Thing of 
this Nature, ſend thein to viſit the Sick and the Pri- 
ſoners, and to pray with, and read practical Books 
of Religion to the Poor, they would find ſuch Exer- 
ciſes of 1 more Service to them, and to the Church of 
Go, than al their private and publick Lectures put 


together. 
Thus Gop dealt with my Soul.—At the ſame: 


Time, by his gracious Providence, he ſupplied me 


with all Things needful for my Body alfo.—For he 
inclined the Biſhop's Heart to give me five Guineas 
more, and, by this Time, a Quarter's Allowance was 
due to me from Sir John Philips, both which Sums 


put together, fully ſerved to defray the Expences of 
my Ordination, and taking my Batchelor's Degree, 


which was conferred on me at Oxford the Week aft- 
ter my being ordained, when I was about one and 
twenty Years of Age. 

Theſe Changes, from a Servitor to a Batchelor of 
Arts, from 2 common Drawer to a Clergyman, were 
no doubt Temptations to think more highly of myſelf 
than I ought to think; and ſome were therefore jea- 
lous over me, as 1 truſt they always will be, with a 


godly Jealouſy; Gov, who is rich in Mercy, there- 
- by ferewarned me of my Danger, ſtirred up my 


Heart to pray againſt ſpiritual Pride, and kept me 
(as T hope ns- will to the End) in ſome Meaſure al- 
ways humbled before him! 

Thus did Gop, by 2 Variety of unforſeen Acts 
af Providence and Grace, train me up for, and at 


length introduce me into the Service of his Chureh. 
Wag. 
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What has happened to. me fince that Time, eſpe- 
cially for theſe two laſt Years, is ſo known as to need: 
no Repetition; however, as I find freedom in my- 
ſelf, and Leiſure from my miniſterial Employ, L 
ſhall hereafter relate Goo's further Dealings with 
my Soul, and how he led me into my preſent Way 
of acting. DE 
In the mean while, my dear Reader, whoſoever 
thou art, I pray God what I have now written may 
not prove a Sayour of Death unto Death, but a Sa- 
vour of Life unto Life unto thy Soul! - Many, I 
fear, thro? Ignorance, Prejudice, and Unbelief, when 
they read this, will contradict and blaſpheme. Be 
not thou of this Number; but if thou are yet unin- 
fected with the Contagion of the World, I pray Gop 
to keep thee /e For, (believe me) Innocence is bet- 
ter than Repentance; and tho* Sin may afford thee 
ſome brutith preſent Pleaſure, yet the Remembrance 
of it afterwards is exceeding bitter. — If thou. art 
immerſed in Sin as I was, take no Encouragement. 
from me to continue in t on the one Hand, nor de- 
ſpair of Mercy on the other. Let God's Goodneſs 
to me lead thee alſo to Repentance. The ſame Lord 
is rich unto ALL that call upon him through Faith in 
Chriff Feſus. If through divine Grace I have done 
any Thing Praiſe-worthy, not unto me, not unto. me, 
but unto Gop give all . Glory!—If thou art a- 
wakened to a Senſe of tHKe divine Life, and art hun- 
gering and thirſting after that Righteouſneſs which is 
by Faith only in Fe/as Chriſt, and the In- dwelling of 
his bleſſed Spirit in thy Heart, think it not abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to paſs through all the Temptations that 
have beſet me round about on every Side. It is in 
the ſpiritual as in the natural Liſe; ſome feel more, 
others leſs, but all experience ſome Pangs and Tra- 
vails of Soul, ere Chriſt Jeſus is formed within 
them. If Gop deals with thee in a more gentle 
Way, yet fo as that a thorough Work of Converſion. 
is effected in thy Heart, thou oughtelt to be exceed- 
| "I ing 
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ing thankful.— Or if he ſhould lead thee through a 
longer Wilderneſs than I have paſſed through, thou 
needeſt not complain. The more thou art humbled |} 
zow, the more thou ſhalt be exalted hereafter. 
One Taſte of CHriſt's Love in thy Heart, will make 
Amends for all. —And if thou Y felt the Powers of 
the World to come, and been made a Partater of the 
Holy GHoſt, I know thou wilt rejoice, and give Thanks 
for what Gop has done for my Soul. — To conclude ; 
may all that peruſe theſe few Sheets be as much af- 
fected alternately with Grief and Joy in reading, as 
J have been in writing them; they will then have the 
deſired Effect, and cauſe many Thankſgivings to be 
offered in my Behalf to that Gop who has called me | 


out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light! And 
that thou, O Reader, whoever thou art, mayſt expe- 
rience the like and greater Bleſſings, is the hearty. 
Prayer of thy Soul's Friend and Servant, 
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1. E E N all by Mercies, O my G 0D, 


My rifing Soul jurwveys, 
Why, my cold Heart, art thou not loft 
In Wonder, Love, and Praiſe? 


2. Thy Providence my Life ſuftain'd, 
And all my Wants redreſt, 
While in the filent Womb ] lay, 
And hung upon the Breaſt, 


3. To all my weak Complaints and Cries 


T hy Mercy lent an Ear; 
Ere yet my feeble Thoughts had learn d 
7o form themſelſves in W 


4. 3 Comforts on my Seul, 
Thy tender Care beſtow'd, 

Before my Infant Heart conceiv'd 
From N theſe Comforts floau' d. 


fe. When » 
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5. When in the ſlippery Paths of Youth, 
— With heedleſs Steps I ran, | 
Thene Arm unſeen convey'd me aft, 
And led me up to Man, 


6. Thro hidden Dangers, Toils and Deaths, 


. dt gently clear d my Way, 
And thro the pleaſing Snares of Vice, 
More to be fear'd than they. 


7. Ten thouſand theuſand precious Gifts 


My daily Thanks employ; 
Nor is the leaſt a cheerful Heart, 
That taſtes tbaſe Gifts with Fey. 


8. Thro every Period of my Life 


Thy Goodneſs Ill purſue, 
And after Death in diſtant World; 
The pleaſing Theme renew. P 


9. Thro' all Eternity to thee 


A grateful Song I'll raiſe: 
But O Eternity s too ſhort 
To utter all thy Praije. 


. The End of the Firſt Part. 


SECONDPART: 


3 Being a further ACCOUNT of his 
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AVING been ordained at Glouceſſer, on 
H Trinity Sunday 1736, and preached my 
Sermon on the Necęſity and Benefit of religious 
Society, to a very crowded Auditory, (in the Church 
in which I was baptized) the Lord's Day following, 
I ſet out the next Fedne/aay to Oxford, where T was: : 
received with great Joy by my religious Friends. 
For about a Week I continued in my Servitor's Ha- 
bit, and then took my Degree of Batchelor of Arts," 
after having been at the Univerſity three Years and 
three Quarters, and going on towards the 22d Year. 
of my Age. My dear and honour'd Friends the 
Reverend Meſlrs. John and Charles Weſley, being 
now for ſome time embarked for Georgia, and one 
or two more having taken Orders, the Intereſt of - 
METHOoDISM, as it was then and is now termed, - - 
had viſibly declined, and very few of this reputed- -* 
mad Way were left at the Univerſity. This ſome- | 
what diſcouraged me at times, but the Lord Fe/us. 
—_ ſupported my Soul, and made me eaſy by giving me 
a ſtrong Conviction, that I was where He * 2 
_— ve:: 
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have me to be. My Degree I ſoon found was of 
Service to me, as it gave me Acceſs to thoſe I could 
not be free with when in an inferior Station; and, as 
Opportunity offered, I was enabled to converſe with 
them about the Things which belonged to the King- 
dom of Gov. The Subſcriptions for the poor 
Priſoners (which amounted to about Forty Pounds per 
Annum) were ſoon put into my Hands Two or 
'Three ſmall Charity-Schools, maintained by the Me- 
thodiſts, were under my more immediate Inſpection, 
which, with the Time I ſpent in following my 
Studies, private Retirement, and religious Converſe, 
ſweetly filled up the whole of my Day, and kept 
me from that unaccountable, but too common Com- 
plaint, of having any 'Time hang upon my Hands, 
The diſtributing Money and Books amongſt the poor 
Priſoners, and employing ſuch as could work, I 
found was of admirable Service: For hereby | 


they were kept from that worſt of Goal Dilcaſes, 

Idleneſs; and were not only convinced, that we bore 

a good Will towards them, but alſo laid them as it 

were under an Obligation to hear the Inſtructions 

8 we gave them from time to time. This Practice 

was firſt taken up by the Meſſrs. Veſleys, and would 

to God all Ordinarjes of Priſons would copy after 

their good Example They would deſerve well of 

the Commonwealth, and if actuated by the Love 
of God, would receive a glorious Reward from him 

who hath ſaid, 7 WAS fAick and in P riſon, and ye came 

unto me. 

In a ſhort Time I began to be more than content 
in my preſent State of Life. Go p was pleaſed to | 
be with me of a Truth, ——My Strength was propor- 
tioned to my Day, and I had Thoughts of abiding 

at the Univerſity, at leaſt for ſome Years, to finiſh 

my Studies, and do what good I could amongſt the 

poor deſpiſed Methodiſts, ——But God's Thoughts are 

not as Man's Thoughts, neither are our Ways as hit 

Mays. —ky a Series of unforſeen, unexpected, and 
unſought for Providences, I was alles in a 
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dear Friend. 


1 49 J 
Time from my beloved Retirement to take a Jour- 
ney to the Metropolis of Eugland. W hilſt I was 
an Under- graduate, amongſt other religious Friends, 
I was very intimate with one Mr, B——2z, a: pro- 
felled Methodi/t, who ad lately taken Orders, and 
was Curate at the Tower of London. With him, 
when abſent, I frequently correſponded, and when 
preſent took ſweet Council, and walked to the. 
Houſe of GoDp as Friends. He mentioned me to 


that late good and great Man Sir Jh Philips.——, 


And being called down for a while into Hampſbire, 


he wrote to me to be of good Coura "ge, and in the. 


Strength of God, bid me haſten to Town to offici-, 
ate in his Abſence, and be refreſhed with the Sight 
and Converſaſion of many who loved me for CH. 
ſake, and had for a long Time deſired to ſee me. 
On Wedne/aay Auguft 4th, (the Priſoners being 
provided for by the coming of Mr, Harvey, another 
young worthy Methodiſt, that had lately taken Dea-. 
con's Orders) with Fear and Trembling I obeyed the 


Summons, and went in the Stage-Coach to Len- 
There heing no other Paſſenger, I employed 


don. 
myſelf, a good Part of the Way, in earneſt Su ail 
cation to the God of all Grace to be my. 


ling me to preach the Goſpel at a Place to which, 
not many Years ago, I would have given much Mo- 


ney, would my Circumſtances have permitted, ta 


have went up and ſeen a Play. In the Evening 'T 


reached the Tower, and was kindly received by: my 6 =, 
The Remainder of the Week was 


vide. 
and my Comforter; at the ſame time I could not 
help praiſing him for changing my Heart, and cal- 


\ 


ſpent in viſiting Sir John Philips, &c. who were toe : 


glad to ſee me. But Go v Yent me ſomething to bal- 
| Rt; it. For as I paſſed along the Streets, many 
came out of their Shops, admiring to ſee ſo young * 
à Perſon in a Gown and Caſſocx. One I remember”. 
5h particular cried out, There's a Bey Parſon.” == 
T7 e as it cred to mere my Pride, PB me 1 55 | 
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ft upon turning that apoſtolical Exhortation in 


Name I was about to ſpeak, my Mind was calmed, 


I paſſed along, and made great Enquiry who I 
wWas.— | 
Was quite a Stranger. I ſpeedily ſliped through the 
Crowd, and came to the Toaver, bleſſing Gop for | 

his Goodneſs to me the unworthieſt of the Sons of 5 
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. pops, to hear me diſcourſe about the New-Birth, | 
is follow Jeſar Chriſt. / 


Here I continued for the Space of two Months, 
3 reading Prayers twice a Week, catechiſing and 
pPreaching once, beſides viſiting the Soldiers in the 
- Infirmary and Barracks daily. I alſo read Prayers 
Ferry Evening at Wapping Chapel, and preached at 
- | ExdgatePriſon every Tagſday. Go p was pleaſed 
8 give me Favour in the Eyes of the Inhabicants of 
1 the Tober . 


„ er. 
Prayer, Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth.” *, _ 
On Sunday Auguſt 8th, in the Afternoon, IÞteach'd 
at Biſbopgate Church, the Largeneſs of which, and 
the Congregation together, at firſt a little daſhed me; 
but by adverting to G op, and conſidering in whoſe 


and I was enabled to preach with Power.——The 
Effect was immediate and viſible to all ; for as I went 
up the Stairs almoſt all ſeem'd to ſneer at me on Ac 
count of my 'Youth; but they ſoon grew ſerious, 
and exceedingly attentive, = | after I came down 
ſhewed me great Tokens of Reſpect, bleſſed me as 


The Queſtion no one could anſwer, for I 


» . 


——The Chapel was crowded on Lord's- 
e Friends from divers Parts of the 
Town attended the Word, and ſeveral young Men 


came on Lord's-Day Morning, under ſerious Im- 


the Neceſſity of renouticing all in Afedtion, in order 


7 


After Ihad been ahout a Month in Town, Letters 
came from the Mefirs. M eſeys, and the Revd. Mr. 


- o 


| Ingham their Fellow-Labourer, an Laelite * 2%, a 5 14 


from Grorgia. Their Accounts fired my So . and. | 


made me even long to go abroad for Gop t 


But having no outward: Call, an then 
ought,” too weak in Body ever do undertke ? ä 


Ae . 
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E 
Voyage to Sea, I endeavoured to lay aſide all 
Thoughts of going abroad. But my Endeavours 
were all in Vain For I felt at times ſuch a ſtrong 
Attraction in my Soul towards Georgia, that I thought 
it almoſt irreſiſtable.—1 ſtrove againſt it with all my 
Power, begge ed again and again with many Cries 


\ 


and Tears, that the Lord would not ſuffer me to be 
deluded, and at length opened my Mind to ſeveral 
dear Friends.——All agreed: that Labourers were 
wanted at home, that I had as yet no viſible Call 
abroad, and that it was my Duty not to be raſh, but 
wait and ſee what Providence might point out to me. 
—To this I conſented with my whole Heart, and 
having ſtayed in London till Mr. B. — came out i 


| of the Country, I returned to my little Charge at "I 5 
''| Oxford, and waited upon my Deaconſhip according = 
to the Meaſure of Grace imparted to me. „ 
5 But, oh what a delightful Life did I lead therg! _—_— 
What Communion did I daily enjoy with Gon Ad 

how ſweetly did my Hours in private glide away in 


reading and Paying over Mr. Henry's Comment, . © 


upon the Scriptures! Whilſt I am muſing on. ang 
writing about it, the Fire I then felt again kindes 


in my Soul—Nor was I alone happy For ſeveral 

dear Youths were quickened greatly, and met daily = 
at my Room, to build up each other in their anglt 
holy Faith—Gov raiſed up Friends for our tempera! 
Support The late Honourable Betzy Haig #hat- 
ele& Lady, allowed ſome of them two or threeſmall = 
Exhibitions.—I alſo partoek of her Ladyſhip? 8 Boun-— 3 
ty; and a Gentleman, whoſe Heart was in an eſpe -. 
cial Manner knit to me when laſt at London, was Itir- 
red up, without being ſollicited, to ſend me not u 2} 
ly Money for the Poor, but alſo a Sufficiency to diſ- 
charge Debts I had contracted for Books before! 

took my Degree. Upon his Recommendation, ! 
was choſen a correſponding Member of the Society 52; 
9 promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, which I rejoige - 3 
"edi N, as it gave me an Opportunity of N ll 
Book, ata cheap and evly Rate for 2 Peo a 
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—May the great high Prieſt and Apoſtle of our Pro- 
feſſion continue to bleſs that Society, and proſper all 
their pious Undertakings, to the Advancement of his 
own Glory, and his Peoples eternal Good | 
About the Middle of November, Providence once 7 
more called me from my beloved, though little, 
Scene of Action.— The Revd. Mr, Kinchin, no, 
with God, had lately been awakned, and according- | _ 
ty refolved to aſſociate with the deſpiſed Merhodiſis, 
determining to now nothing but Felus Chrift and him 
© crucified. He was then Minite of Dummer in 
Hampſbire, and being likely to be choſen Dean of 
Corpus Chriſti College, he defired me to come and | 
'officiate for him, till that Affair ſhould be decided — || 
By the Advice of Friends, I went, and he came to | 
ſupply my Place at Oxford.—His Pariſh conſiſting 
_ chiefly of poor and illiterate People, my proud Heart 
"at firſt could not well brook it. —I would have given 
All the World for one of my Oxford Friends, and 
mourned for lack of them as a Dove that has loft 
Her Mate. — But upon giving myſelf to Prayer, and 
"reading Mr. Law's excellent Character of Ouranius, 
4 in his Serious Call ro a devout Life, my Mind was re- | 
Ceioneiled to ſuch Converſation as the Place afforded *||- 
me. Before I came to Dammer, Mr. Kinchin had 
aſed his People, according to the Rubrick, to have 
publick Prayers twice a Day, viz. In the Morning, 
"It being Winter-ſeaſon, before it was Light, and in 
the Evening, after the People returned from their 
Work. He alſo catechiſed the Lambs of the F lock 
dai, and viſited from Houſe to Houſe. —— He 
= 1 his People, and was beloved by them. . 
= roſecuted his Plan, and generally divided the Day 
into three Parts, eight Hours for Study and Retire- 
ment, eight Hours for Sleep and Meals, and eight 
Hours for reading Prayers, eatechiſing, and viſiting”... N | 
the Pariſh.——The Profit I. reaped by theſe EE ab. 
ciſes, and converſing with the poor Country People,” 2428 1 
was unſpeakable.—I ſoon began to be as much dee 
e wes their artleſs S ag] had Ben 5 


| Harvey was ready to ſerve the Cure of Dam 
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formerly with the Company of my Oæforu Friends 


and frequently learnt as much by an Afternoon's 
Viſit, as in a Week's Study. During my Stay 
here, an Invitation was ſent me to a very profitable 
Curacy in London; but I had no Inchnation to accept 
it—The Thoughts of going to Georgia ſtill crowded 

continually in upon me, Lad at length Providence 

feemed to point my Way thither. About the Middle 
of December, comes a Letter from Mr. BÞ—— gx, in- 
forming me, that Mr. Charles Weſley was arrived at 


London. Soon after came a Letter from Mr. Charles 


himfelf, wherein he informed me, that he was come 
over to procure Labourers; but, added he, “I dare 
not prevent Gud's Nomination.” — In a few Days 
after this, came another Letter from Mr. John Weſley, 
wherein were theſe Words, Only Mr. Delamott 75 
e avith me, till God ſhall flir up the Hearts home 
6% his Servants, aubo putting their Lives in his Hands, 
© ball come over and hels us, 'where the Harveſt is % 
be great, and the Labourers fo few. What if then art” 
*« the Man, Mr. Whitefield ?”” In another Letter 
were theſe Words, Do you aſe me what you b 

* have? Food to eat, and Raiment to put on, a Howe: 


& 40 lay your Head in; ſuch as your Lord bad not; a # 


% Crown of Glory that fadeth not atuay. Upon 
reading this my Heart leaped within me, and as it 
were ecchoed to the Call. Many things concurred 
to make my Way clear. Mr. Kinchin was how. 
elected Dean of Corpus Chrifti College, and being 


thereby obliged to reſide at Oxford, he willingly 


took upon him the Charge of the Priſoners. Mr. 


Mr. We/tey was my dear Friend, and ł thou At it 


would be a great Advantage to me to he under fits. 


Tuition.—Głargia was an infant, and likely to be an 


encreaſing Colony; and the Government ſeemed to 


1 _ Have its Welfare much at heart.—That heard many 
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©» Indians were near it, and thought it a Matter of gat 
- Importance, that ſerious Clergymen ſhould be ſent 
© there: Retirement and Privacy was what my Soul. 


"1h. 


E 3. delighted 
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delighted in.. A Voyage to Sea would in all Pro- 
bability, not do my Conſtitution much hurt: nay, I 
bad heard the Sea was ſometimes beneficial to weakly 
People. And ſuppofing the worſt, as I muſt necef- 
ſarily return to — e Prieft's Orders, i it would then be | 
left to. my Choice, whether I would fix in my native | 
Country, or go abroad any more. Theſe things 
being thoroughly weighed, I at length reſolved with- 
in myſelf to embark for Georgia and knowing that 
+ ſhould never put my 1 Practice, if I 
conferred with Fleſh and Blood, I wrote to my Re- 
lations to inform them of my Deſign, and withal 
told them, If they would promiſe not to diſſuade 
*« me from my intended Voyage, I would come and 
take a perſonal Leave of them ; ifotherwiſe, know- 

ing my own Weakneſs, I was determined to em- 
„ bark without viſiting them at all.“ A few Days | 
after Mr. Kinchin came to Dummer, and introduced 9 F 
Mr. Harvey into the Cure. appriſed them of my 
Intention. They gave me ſome friendly Cqun- 
eil, and having ſpent the Beginning of Chri/mas 
_ Gyeetly together, and taken an affectionate Leave of 
the Dummer People, I returned once more to Ox- 
ard, to bid adieu to my Friends, who were as dear 
tg me as my own Soul. My Reſolution at firſt a lit- 
ile ſhocked them, but having Reaſon to think, from *} 
my Relation of Circumſtances, that, I had a Call 
| from Providence, moſt. of them faid,, « The Will of” 


'3 : * the Lord be done. 

1 ” On: New-Year's-Day, 173675 L went to. Glouceſter 

"i in order to hear the Biſhop's Opinion, and to take my 
4 | Leave of my Mother. and other Relations, His 
_ ſhip received: me, as he always. did, like a Fa- 
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ther, approved of my Deſign, wiſhed. me much Suc- 

Ces, and ſaid, «© He did not doubt but Gop would 

4 bleſs me, and that I ſhould do much Good abraade? .-.. _|þ 

My own Relations at firſt were not ſo paſſive. 2 5 

- - aged Mother wept ſore, and others urged. wha pee . |} 
ty, Preferment.1 might have, if I would ſtay. N 

Skut. at a they ee more Ales, 0g | See 


"_ 


— Wm 
* om, > « 
e 


2m — n 


r 


3 4 
1 


4 
d 
— 1 
* a © 


132 


nv 


„ 
— 


n 
2 


T 35 1 — 
me ſo fixed, 8 no longer.— During my Stay 


here, I began to grow a little popular. Gov gave 
me Honour for a while, even in my own Country. 


El preached twice on the Sabbaths. Congregati- 


ons were very large, and the Power of Gop at- 


tended the Word; and ſome J have Ros to. be- 


Crown of rejoicing in the Day of the Lord alas. 
In about three Weeks I went to Briſtol, to take 
leave of ſome more of my Relations who lived there. 


lieve were truly converted, who will be my Joy and 


As it was my conſtant. Practice, go where E would 


to attend on the daily publick Offices of the Church, 


J went, the Thur/day after my coming, to hear a 
Sermon at St. John's Church. Whilſt the Pſalm was 
ſinging, after Prayers, the Miniſter came to my Seat, 
and aſked me to give the Congregation a Sermon. 


Having my Notes about me, I complied. The 


Hearers ſeemed ſtartled, and after Sermon Enquiry 
was made, who L was? The next Day there was a- 
5 nother Lecture at St. Stephens. Many crowded thi- 


ther in Expectation of hearing me again. The Lec- 


turer aſked me to preach, as the other did the Day 
before. I again complied, and the Alarm given here 
was ſo general, that on the following Lord's-Day, 
many of all Denominations were obliged to return 
from the Churches where I preached for want of 
Room. Afterwards I was called by the Mayor to 
preach before him, and the Corporation. - And for 


mighty Power of Gob, was ſharper than #two-Wj 


ed Sword. The Doctrine of the New: Birth. 8 : 


ſome time following, I preached all the Lectures on 
 Week-Days, and twice on Suxdays, beſides viſiting 
the religious Societies. The Word, through the 


Fuftification by Faith in Jaſus Chriſt (though I was 
not ſo clear in it as. afterwards) made its Way lke —_* 


Pightning into the Hearers Conſciences. The A. 


rows of Conviction ſtuck faſt; and my whole Time 


ED, between one Lecture and another, except what was 
pPent in neceſſary Refreſhment, was wholly taken up 

FE 5 . * ang poor. Souls. pert Concern, Large 
3 Offers 


95 1 
Offers were made me, if I would ſtay at Brifol; and 
many I believe would almoſt have plucked out 
their own Eyes to have given me! All wondered 
that 1 would go to Georgia, who might be fo well 
r for at home! And ſome urged, if I had a 
Mind to convert Indian, J might go amongſt the | 
King . Moo Colliers, and find Indians enough. But 
none of theſe Things moved me. Having put my 
Hand to the Plow, I was determined thro” divine | 
Grace, not to look back. And therefore, at length, | 
E took my leave, but with what mutual Affection I 
and Concern cannot eaſily be expreſſed. - 
During my Stay at Bri/o/, I made a little Elope- | 
mentto Bath, where I was kindly received by a dear 
Friend the Reverend Mr. Chapman, and ſome elect 
and honourable Women who befriended the Oxford 
__ Methodiſts. I'preached at the Abbey-Church twice. 
be late Dr. Cociman was pleaſed to thank me 
for my Sermon; and Application was made to me by 
feveral to print both my Diſcourſes. But I ſcarce 
allowed ſuch a Thought to enter, much leſs to lodge 
within my Heart. . 8 
It was now about the Middle of February. Lent 
was at hand, and I was obliged to be at Oxford-to 
perform the Remainder of my College-Exerciſe, Þ 
s -- which they call Determining, I went through Glau- 
acer, as it lay in my Way, and abode there a Week, 
_ viſiting the Priſoners, and encouraging the awaken- 
ed Souls. Having ſtaid about ten Days at the Uni- 
| verſity, I took, as I thought, my laſt Farewel of my 
© dear Friends, and came up nabn in the _ 
of March, in order to wait upon James Ogle- 
#orp, Eſq; and the Honourable Truſtres. Iwas kind- 
y received by both. The former introduced me to 
his Grace the preſent 4rch-Bifhhop of Canterbury; and 
the Revd. Mr. Arthur Bedford, at the Deſire of the 
latter, (with whom I dined at their publick Anni: 
verſary) went with me to the preſent Lord Biſhop'of , 
Londen. Both approved of my going abroad the if 
former was pleaſed to ſay, He would take para |= 
pov Cage - . 3 46 
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E 
& cular Notice of ſuch as went to Georgia, if they did 
not go out of any ſiniſter View.“ This put me upon 
Enquiry what were my Motives in going? And, 
after the ſtricteſt Examination, my Conſcience an- 
ſwered, Not to pleaſe any Man living upon Earth, 
e nor out of any ſiniſter View; but fimply to comply 
66 avith avhat I believe to be thy Will, O God, and to 
&« promote thy Glory, thou great Shepherd and Biſhop 
"Son. | | 
I continued at London about three Weeks, waiting 4 
for Mr. Oglethorp, who expected to ſail every Day. 
| In this Seaſon I preached more frequently than when 
| -there before. Many more came to hear me, and the 
laſt Sunday I was in Town, I read Prayers twice, and 
| preached four times.——But finding Mr. Oglethorp 
was not likely to go for ſome time, and having lain 
-under particular Obligation to the Revd. Mr. Samp- 
Vn Harris, Miniſter of Stoxe-Houſe, in Gloucgſterſpire, 
I went down thither, at his Requeſt, to ſupply: his 
Place, whilſt he came up to diſpatch ſome Affairs 
in Town, | ”— FEY 
Hither I had Reaſon to think Gop ſent me in An- 
ſwer to Prayer: For there were a little ſweet Society 
of ſeeking Souls, who had heard me preach at an ad- _ 
Jacent Town, and wreſtled with Gos, if it was his 
Will, to ſend me amongſt them. They received me 
with all Joy, and moſt of the Pariſhoners were verx 
| civil, when I came to viſit them from Houſe to 
Houſe. Upon Examination I found them more 
knowing than I expected. Their Paſtor had uſed 
to catechiſe the little Ones in the Summer Jeaſon, and 
expounded the four Leſſons every Lord's-Day in the 
Church. I followed his good Example, and found + 
great Freedom and Aſſiſtance given me both in my ä 
| pic and private Adminiſtrations. Having the 
Iſe of the Parſonage-Houſe, I expounded every 


* 


WMiiight. Many that were not Pariſhioners came to 
ear, and were edified. On Sundays, beſides ex- 


* 


— pounding the Leſſons, catechiſing and preaching, I 
w Sermons to the Society. Neither 
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Church or Houſe could contain the People that 

came, I found uncommon Manifeſtations granted 
me from above. Early in the Morning, at Noon- 
Day, Evening, and Midnight, nay all the Day long, 
did the bleſſed 7e/as viſit and refreſh my Heart. 
Could the Trees of a certain Wood, near Stone- 
Hoy/e, ſpeak, they would tell what ſweet Communion 
Land ſome more dear Souls enjoyed with the ever 
bleſſed Gop there. Sometimes as I have been walk- 
ing, my Soul would make ſuch Sallies as though it 
would go out of the Body. At other times I would 
be ſo oyerpowered with a Senſe of God's infinite 
Majeſty, that I would be conſtrained to throw my- 
ſelf proſtrate on the Ground, and offer my Soul as a 
Blank in his Hands, to write on it what he pleaſed. 
One Night was a Time never to be forgotten. It 
happened to lighten exceedingly. I had been ex- 
pounding to mae People, and ſome being afraid to 
go home, I thought it my Duty to accompany them, 
and improve the Occaſion, to ſtir them up to pre- 
pare for the coming of the Son of Man, But O what 
did my Soul feel! ln my Return to the Parſonage- 
HFHouſe, Whilſt others were riſing from their Beds, 

and frightned almoſt to Death, to ſee the Light- 
ning run upon the Ground, and ſhine from one 


Part of the Heaven unto the other, 1 and another, a 


poor, but pious, Countryman, were in the Field, 


praying to, praiſing of, and exulting in our Gop, 
and longing for that Time, when 7e/us ſhould be re- 


vealed from Heaven in a Flame of Fire! Oh that my 
Soul may be in a like Frame, when he ſhall actually 
come to call me! For I think I never had been hap- 
pier than that Night, or, all things conſidered, more 


.blefſed than during my Abode at Stone - Houſe. Eve- 


ry Week the Congregations increaſed; and on 4/- 


cenſion-D.iy, when | took my leave, the Concern they _ 
Ihewed at my Departure was inexpreſſible. Their 
Sighs and Tears almoſt broke my Heart. Many H. 


| 
| 
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ed out with Ruth, Whither thou goeft I H Y 


lo  aubrrethoulodge/t I will lage. But i only took ane 
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with me, who proved a good Servant, and is, I be- 
| lieve, a true Follower of our ever Bleſſed Fe/us. 
6: The Incumbent being returned from London, and 
the People of Briſtol having given me repeated Invi- 
tations, nay having inſiſted upon my coming again, 
ſince the Time of my embarking was deferred; on 
May 23d, I paid them a ſecond Viſit. Multitudes 
I came on Foot, and many in Coaches a Mile with- 
out the City to meet me, and almoſt all ſaluted and 
bleſſed me as I went along the Street. Upon my 
coming here, I received Letters from London, in- 
forming me, that Mr. Oglethorp would not embark 
| theſe two Months. This gladened many Hearts, 
though I cannot ſay it did mine; becauſe I counted 
the Hours, as it were, till I went abroad. I preach- 
ed as uſual, about five times a Week; but the Con- 
gregations grew, if poſſible, larger and larger. It 
was wonderful to ſee how the People hung upon the 
Rails of the Organ-Loft, climbed upon the Leads 
of the Church, and made the Church itſelf ſo hot 
with their Breath, that the Steam would fall from the 
Pillars like Drops of Rain. Sometimes almoſt as 
many would go away for want of Room as came in, 
and it was with great Difficulty I got into-the Deſk 
to read Prayers, or preach. Perſons of all Denomina- 
| tions flocked to hear. Perſons of all Ranks, not en- 
1 ly publickly attended my Miniſtry, but gave me pri- 
/ vate Invitations to their Houſes. A private Society 
| or two were erected. I preached and collected for 
the poor Priſoners in Newgate twice or thrice a Week, 
1 and many made me large Offers if I would not go 
| abroad. | „„ SY 
During my Stay here I paid another Viſit to Bath, _ 
and preached three times in the Abbey-Church, and 
once in 2een's-Chapel, People crowded, and were 
T7 -.- afﬀetted as at Briſtol. And Gop ſtirred up ſome elect 
Ladies to give upwards of a hundred and /ixty Pounds 
For the Poor of Georgia. 1 
iii, I took my laſt Farewel at Brifol. ut 
tell chem, it might be, that the; 


i 


— 
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would ſee my Face no more, high and low, young 
and old burſt into ſuch a Flood of Tears, as I had 
never ſeen before: Drops fell from their Eyes like 
Rain, or rather guſhed out like Water out of the 
Stony Rock. Multitudes, after Sermon, followed 
me home weeping ; and the next Day I was employ- 
ed from ſeven in the Morning till Midnight, in talk- 
ing and giving ſpiritual Advice to awakened Souls. 
About three the next Morning, having thrown 
myſelf on the Bed for an Hour or two, I ſet out for N 
Glouceſter, becauſe I heard that a great Company on 
{ _ Horſeback, and in Coaches, intended to ſee me out 
!' of Town, Some finding themſelves diſappointed, 
followed me thither, where I ftaid a few Days, and 
preached to a very crowded Auditory, Then I went 
on to Oxford, where we had, as it were, a general |} 
Rendezvous of the Methoarffs; and, finding their 
| Intereſts flouriſhing, and being impatient to go 
= abroad, I haſtened away, after taking a moſt affec- 
tionate Leave, and came to London about the End of 
 Augu/t, J hope, in ſome degree, thankful for the 
great Things the Lord had done for me in the Coun- 
try. | ET 
 Rvery Hour, now ſeemed a Week, and every a 
Week a Year, till I was embarked. 
I knew there was no Miniſter at Frederica, for 
which Place I was then appointed, and I did not care | 
do be abſent longer from my proper Charge. Mr. 
Ong letbonp's going was ſtill retarded, and I had thought 
it my Duty to go immediately without kim, had not 
He and my other Friends urged, that the Soldiers 
VWVaould ſhortly embark, and that I had beſt go over 
with them. This ſomewhat pacified me, and having 


. now taken a final Farewel of all my Friends in the 
Country, I was reſolved to abide at London, and 

Y give myſelf wholly to Prayer, the Study of the Scrig- 
© . tures, and my own Heart, till the Soldiers hen 
gi -_ embark. - | „„ 
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ſure of ſeeing my dear Friend Mr, Ingham, lately re- 
turned from Georgia; and perceiving him, as I 
thought, remarkably grown in Grace. I longed ſtill 
more to be ſent to the ſame School, hoping to catch 
ſome of that holy Flame with which his Soul was 
fired. We freely and ſolemnly converſed together 
about my Call abroad. It ſeemed to both quite clear, _ 
though we could have wifhed, had it been the Divine 
Will, to have lived and died together. Our Hearts 
were knit to each other, like the Hearts of David 
and Jonathan. At Midnight we would riſe to ſing 
Praiſes to Go p, and intercede for the whole State of 7 
Chri/?'s Church militant here on Earth. | 

With this my dear Friend I one Day paid a 
Vifit to a worthy Doctor of Divinity near London, 
who introduced us to ſome Honourable Ladies, who, 
| 2 L had heard, delighted in doing good. It being 
| my conſtant Practice to improve my Acquaintance 

with the Rich for the Benefit of the Poor, I recom- 
mended two poor Clergymen, and another pious 
Perſon, to their Charity: They ſaid little, but be- 
tween them, unknown to each other, they gave, I 
think, :hirty-fæx Guineas, When we came to the 
| Doctor's Houſe, and ſaw the Ladies Liberality, he 
ſaid, If you had not ſpoke far others, you would 
«© have had a good deal of that yourſelf.” Go p gave 
me to rejoice that I had nothing, and the Poor all. 
[ The next Day, upon my Return to London, in the 


a 


firſt Letter that J opened, was a Bank-note of Ten 
| Pounds, ſent from an unexpected Hand as a Preſent- 
| for myſelf. This I took as a Hint from Providence” 


to go on doing good to others, with a full Aſſu- 0 | 
rance that the Lord would net let me want. Bleſ- 2 
ſed be his Name J have had many ſuch Inſtances of | 
his tender Concern for my temporal, as well as my | 
eternal Welfare. | 25 3 . | 
| About this time, through the Importunity of 
1 Friends, and Aſperſions of Enemies, I was prevailed 
upon to print my Sermon on the Nature and Neceſſity 
aun Regeneration or New-Birth in Feſus C 115 
Br F whic 
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which under Go p began the awakening at Londor, 
| . Briftol, Gloucefter, and Glouce/terſhire, 'The Diflen- 
4 ters I found were ſurprized to ſee a Sermon on ſuch 

| a Subject from a Clergyman of the Church of England, 


| | and finding the Author came from Oxfora, were rea- 
; dy to fay, (how juſtly I will not determine) Can 
. any good come out of Nazareth?“ This Sermon ſold 
well to Perſons of all Denominations, and was diſ- | 
perſed very much in many Parts, both at home and | 
| abroad. A ſecond Impreſſion was ſoon called for ; 
and finding another of my Sermons was printed with- 
| out my Leave, and in a very incorrect Manner, at 
Briſtol, 1 was obliged to publiſh in my own Defence, | 
6 and afterwards thought I had a clear Call to print a- 
ny other Diſcourſes, though in themſelves mean, 
that I found bleſſed to the Good of Souls. 
But to return to my publick Adminiſtrations. Be- 
ing determined to abide in London till the Time of my 
Departure, I followed my uſual Practice of reading 
and praying over the Word of Go p upon my Knees. 
Sweet was this Retirement to my Soul, but it was 
not of long Continuance, Invitations were giv- 
en me to preach at ſeveral] Places, The Stewards 
and Members of the religious Societies were very 
fond of hearing me.— I was invited to preach at 
Cripplegate, St. Ann's, and Fofter-lane Churches, at 
Six on the Lord's-Day Morning, and to aſſiſt in ad- | 
miniſtring the Holy Sacrament. I embraced the 
In vitations, and ſo many came, that ſometimes we 
Were obliged to conſecrate rreſh Elements two or three 
Times, and the Stewards found it ſomewhat difficult 
to carry the Offerings to the Communion-Table.— 
Jalſo rhe” at Wapping-Chapel, the Tower, Lud- 
gete, Newgate, and many of the Churches where 
weekly Lectures were kept up. The Congregati- 
ons continually increaſed, and generally, of a Lord's- 
Day, I uſed to preach four Times to very large, and 
very affected Auditories, beſides reading Prayers 
twice or thrice, and walking, perhaps, twelve Miß, +- 
in going backwards and forwards from one Cha, 
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to the other But Gop made my Feet like Hinds 
Feet, and filled me with Joy unſpeakable at the End 


of my Day's Work. — This made me look upon my 
Friends kind Advice which they gave me, to ſpare 


myſelf, as a Temptation, —For I found by daily Ex- 
perience, the more I did, the more I might do for 
Gon. 


About the latter End of * finding there 3 
were many young Men belonging to the Societies 
that attended my Adminiſtrations, I entered into 


one of their ſinging Societies, hoping thereby to in- 
gratiate myſelf the more, and have greater Oppor- 
tunities of doing them good. It anſwered my De- 
ſign.—Our Lord gave me to ſpiritualize their fing- 
ing.— And after they had taught me the Gamut, 
they would gladly hear me teach them fome of the 
Myſteries of the New-Birth, and the Neceſſity of liv- 
ing to God,—Many ſweet Nights we ſpent togethey 
in this Way, — Many of theſe Youths afterwards, to 
all Appearance, walked with God, and will, I truſt, 


Join the heavenly Choir in ſinging Praiſes to te 


Lamb, and him that ſitteth upon the Throne for 


Fever. 


About the Middle of September, my Name was | 


firſt put into the publick News-papers, but upon 

what particular Occaſion I cannot now 'recolle&.- 

The Sunday before, with great Reluctance, I was 
Charity Sermon at Wap- . 


prevailed on to 22 a 
3 Chapel. — The Congregation was very large, 
and more was collected than had been for many -- 


Vears upon a like Occaſion.— This got Air - My 1 I 


Friends improved the Occaſion, and intreated ame - 
to preach another Charity Sermon, at Sir Ge 

Wheeler's Chapel. I abſolutely refuſed ; but 4&4 
length, through the Importunity of Mr. Haber foams. | 
ſince my faithful Aſſiſtant in the Orphan-Houſe, ! 


agreed to do it.—I diſcourſed upon the Widow's 
| fi her two Mites—Gop bowed the Hearts of tie 


earers as the Heart of one Man.—Almoft all, aa 
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1y.—Scarce once appeared before the Lord empty. 
his ſtill drew on freſh Applications. The 


Junday following I preached in the Evening at St. 
 Sqwwithens, where eight Pounds were collected inſtead 


of ten Shillings.— The next Morning, as I was at 


Breakfaſt with a Friend at the Tower, I read in one 


of the News-Papers, ©* That there was a young Gen- 


| ? e tleman going Voluntier to Georgia: That he had 


3 
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away from the largeſt Churches for want of Rom. 
They were all Attention when the Word was deli: ORG. 
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e greached at St. Swithens, and collected eight Pounds 
% inſtead of ten Shillings ; three Pounds of which 


« were in Halfpence: And that he was to preach 


« nent Wedneſday before the Societies, at their General 
« Ouarterly Meeting.” This Advertiſement chag- 
rined me very much I immediately ſent to the 


Printer, defiring he would put me in his Paper no 


more. His Anſwer was, That “ He was paid 
e for doing it, and that he wvould not loſe two Shillings 


« for any body.” By this means Peoples Curioſity 


was ſtirred up more and more.— On the Weangſday 
Evening Bow-Church, in Cheap/ide, was crowded ex- 


- - ceedingly.—1I preached my Sermon on early Piety, 
and at the Requeſt of the Societies printed it,— 


Henceforwards, for near three Months ſucceſſively, 


there was no End of Peoples flocking to hear the 
Word of Gop.—The Church-Wardens, and Ma- 
- _ nagers of Charity-Schools, perceiving what Effect 


my preaching had upon the Populace, were conti- 


. *nually applying to me to preach for the Benefit of 


the Children.—And as I was to embark ſhortly, they 


-procured the Liberty of the Churches on the Week 


Days; a thing never known before. —1 have ſome- 
times had more than a Dozen Names of different 


Churches, at which I promiſed to preach, upon my 
*Slate-Book at once.— And when J preached, Con- 
I = ables were obliged to be placed at the Door, to 
i Keep the People in order. —The Sight of the Con- 
_"oregations was very awful.— One might, as it were, 
S a upon the Peoples Heads, and thouſands went 
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I now preached generally nine Times a Week. 
The early Sacraments were exceeding awful. At 
Cripplegate, St. Ann's, and Fofter-lane, how often 
have we ſeen Fe/us Chrift crucified, and evidently 
ſet forth before us! On Sunday Mornings, long before 


Day, you might ſee Streets filled with People going 


to Church, with their Lanthorns in their Hands, 
and hear them converſing about the Things of Gop, 
Other Lecture Churches near at hand, would be 
flled with Perſons that could not come where L was: 


_ preaching: And thoſe that did come, were ſo deep- 


ly affected, that they were like Perſons ſtruck with 
pointed Arrows, or mourning for a firſt- born Child! 
People gave fo liberally to the Charity Schools, that 
this Seaſon near a thoaſand Pounds Sterling was _ 
lected at the ſeveral Churches, beſides many private 

Contributions and Subſcriptions ſent in afterwards, 
L always preached gratis, and gave myſelf. The 


 Blue-Cont Boys and Girls looked upon me as their 


great Benefactor; and I believe frequently ſent up 
their Infant Cries in my Behalf. Worthy Mr. See- 
ward, afterwards my dear Fellow-Trawveller, was 
their hearty Friend and Advocate. He was Con- 
cerned in above twenty Charity Schools; and, as T 
found ſome Months afterwards, inſerted: the Para- 
graph that ſo.chagrined me. The Tide of Popula- 
rity now began to run very high.—In a ſhort time 


I could no longer walk on Foot as uſual, but was 
conſtrained to go in a Coach from Place to Place to 


avoid the Ho/annas of the Multitude.— They grew 
quite extravagant in their Applauſes, and had it 
not been for my compaſſionate High-Prieſt, Popula- 
rity would have deſtroyed me: But he knew it was 
quite unthought of and unſought by me.—I uſed; 
therefore to plead with and intreat him, to take me 
by the Hand and lead me unhurt through this fiery. 


Furnace ! He heard my Requeſt, gave me to ſee the 


Vanity of all Commendations but his own, and, in 


ſome meaſure, enabled me to give back all the Re? 


. ſpect 


2 n 


ſpect I received, to that Fountain from whence it 
had its Source.— 85 
Not that all ſpoke well of me No, as my Po- 
pularity increaſed, Oppoſition increaſed alſo. At 
firſt many of the Clergy were my Hearers and Ad- 
- mirers : But ſome ſoon grew angry, and Com- 
plaints were made, that the Churches were fo crowd-_ 
ed, that there was no Room for the Pariſhoners, 
and that the Pews were ſpoiled. —Some called me a 
. ſpiritual Pick-Pocket, and others thought I made 
uſe of a kind of a Charm to get the Peoples Mo- 
Rey,—A Report was ſpread abroad, that the Biſhop 
of Zonden, upon the Complaint of the Clergy, in- 
tended to /lence me.—T immediately waited upon 
his Lordſhip, and enquired whether any Complaint 
of this Nature had been lodged againſt me? He an- 
ſwered, No.” T aſked his Lordſhip whether any 
Objection could be made againſt my Doctrine? He 
ſaid, No: For he knew a Clergyman who had 
e heard me preach a. plain. Scriptural Sermon,” TI 
aſked bis Lordſhip, whether he would grant me a. | 
Licence? He ſaid, I needed none, fince ] was go- 
4% ing to Georgia. I replied, © Then your Lord- 
hip would: not forbid me?” He gave me a 
| latisfattory Anſwer, and I took my leave.—— 
Soon after this, two Clergymen ſent for me, 
8 and told me, they would not let me preach in 
their Pulpits any more, unleſs 1 renounced that 
Part of my Sermon on Regeneration, wherein I wiſh- 
ed, © That my Brethren would entertain their Audi. 
1 tors oftner with Diſcourſes. upon the New-Birth.” 
= —This I had no Freedom to do, and fo they conti- 
med my. Oppoſers.— What I believe irritated ſome 
li: of my Enemies the more, was my free Converſation | 
8 with many of the ſerious Diſſenters, who invited me 
1 to their Houſes, and repeatedly told me, That if 
* the Doctrine of the New- Birth and. Juſtification by 
«4. Faith, ' was. preached powerfully in the Cburch, 
there would be but. few Difſenters in England.“. 
AV yu Practice in viſiting and aſſociating with Ms 
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I thought was quite agreeable to the Word of Gow. 
Their Converſation was ſavoury, and I thought 
the beſt Way to bring them over, was not by Bi- 
gotry and Railing, but Moderation and Love, and 
undiſſembled Holineſs of Life.—But theſe Reaſons 
were of no Avail.—One Miniſter called me Prag- 
matical Raſcal, and vehemently inveighed againft 


the whole Body of Diſſenters.— This ſtirred up the 


People's Corraptions, and. having an overweening 
Fondneſs for me, whenever they came to Church 
and found that I did not preach, ſome of them 


would go out again.— This Spirit J always endea- 


-voured to quell, and made a Sermon on purpoſe. 


from thoſe Words, Take heed beau ye hear. One 


time upon hearing that a Church - Warden intended to 
take eight Pounds a Year from his Pariſh, Minifter, 


becauſe he refuſed to let me preach ' his Lecture, 1 


compoſed a Sermon upon: thoſe Words, Love your 
Fnemies; and delivered it where I knew the Church- 


Warden would be.—Tt had its defired Kfer * 


eame after Sermon and told me, he was convinced 
by my Diſcourſe, that he ſhould not. reſent the In- 
jury the Doctor had done me, and then thanked me 
for my Care. Nor was I without Oppoſition from 
Friends, who were jealous over me with a Godly 


Jealouſy. —For I carried high Sail, thouſands and _ 
thouſands. came to hear. My Sermons were every = 


where called for. News came from time to time of 
the ſpringing up and increaſe of the Seed ſown in 


Briſtol, Glouceſter, and elſewhere. Large Offers were 
made me, if I would ſtay in Ezgl/and.—And all t-e 
O ppoſition I met with, joined with the Conſcious 7 


neſs of my private daily Infirmities, were but Bal. 
laſt little enough to keep me from overſetting. 
However the Lord (Oh infinite Condeſcenſion ) 
was pleaſed to be with and bleſs me Day by Day. 
E had a ſweet Knot of Religious Friends, with 
whom | at firſt attempted to pray extempore. Some 
nme, I think in. Ofober, we began to ſet apart” an 
Hour every Evening, to intercede with the Great 
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Head of the Church for carrying on the Wofl: 
-begun, and for the Circle of our Acquaintance, 
according as we knew their Circumſtances re- 


quired, 


divine Employ. Once we ſpent a whole Night in 


J was their Mouth unto God, and 
he only knows what Enlargement I felt in that 


Prayer and Praiſe; and many a time, at Midnight, 


and at one in the Morning, after I have been wea- 
ned aimoſt to Death in Preaching, Writing, and 
Converſation, and going from Place to Place, Gob 
imparted new Life to my Soul, and would enable 
me to intercede with him for an Hour and half and 
two Hours together. — The Sweetreſs of this Exer- 
ciſe made me compoſe my Sermon upon Intercefion ; 


and I cannot think it Preſumption to give it as my 
Opinion, that partly, at leaſt, in Anſver to Prayers, 


then put up by his dear Children, the Word for 


ſome Years pak has ran and been glorified, not on- 


ly in England, but in many other Parts of the 


WMorld. 1 
It was now, I think, that I was prevailed on to 
it for my Picture.— The Occaſion was this. - Some 


All-minded Perſons had painted me leaning on a 


Cuſhion, with a Biſhop looking very enviouſſy over 


my Shoulder. At the Bottom were fix Lines, in one 
of which the Biſhops were ſtiled Mitred Drones.— 
The ſame Perſon publiſhed in the Papers, that I 
had fat for it.—This I looked upon as the Snare of 


the Devil to incenſe the Clergy againſt me. I con- 


ſulted Friends what to do. They told me I muſt 


fit for my Picture in my own Defence. —At'the ſame- 

time my aged Mother laid her Commands upon me 
Þ an a Letter, urging, © That if I would 

& not let 05 hade the Subſtance, Þ would leave her at 


to do 


tea 


ter, and meeting with him one Night very acciden- 


tally, I. at length with great Reluctance complied. 
and endeavoured, whilſt the Painter was drawing 
my Face, to employ my Time, in beſeeching the 
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great Gov, by his holy Spirit, to paint his bleſſed 1 
Image upon his and my Heart. | 


Chriſtmas now drew near.—Notice was given me, 
that the Soldiers were almoſt ready to embark for 
Georgia, Mr. Oglethorp being yet detained, I was re- 


| ſolved to throw myſelf into the Hands of Gov, and 


go with the Soldters. But the nearer the Time of 
my Departure approached, the more affectionate 
and eager People grew. There was no End of Per- 
fons coming to me under Soul Concern. I preach- 


ed, and Gop bleſſed me more and more, and ſup- 


ported me for ſome time with but very little Sleep. 

At the Beginning of Chri/tmas Week I took my 
leave: But Oh, what Groans and Sighs were to be 
heard, when I ſaid, Finally, Brethren, farewel!“ 


At great St. Helen's, the Cry was amazing. I was 
near half an Hour going out to the Door. All 


Ranks gave vent to their Paſſions. Thouſands and 
thouſands of Prayers were put up for me. They 


would run and Rop me in the Allies, hug me in 
their Arms, and follow me with wiſhful Looks, 


Once in the Chriſtimas before my Departure, with 


many others, I ſpent a Night in Prayer and Praiſe ; 


and in the Morning helped to adminiſter the Sacra- 


ment at St. Dunſtan's, as I uſed to do on Saints- 
 Days.—But ſugh a Sacrament I never before ſaw. 


The Tears of the Communicants mingled with the 
Cup, and had not Fe/us "wp us ſome of his new 
Wine to drink, to comfort our Hearts, our part- 


ing would have almoſt been inſupportable, © At 


length December 28th I left London, and went in the 
Strength of God, as a poor Pilgrim on board the 
Whitaker, after having preached in a good Part of 


the London Churches, collected about a thouſand 


Pounds for the Charity-Schools, and got upwards 


of three hundred Pounds Sterling for the Poor of 
* Georgia among my Friends, for which I have 


OO 


ſince publickly accompted. At the ſame time 
Boo raiſed me a Sufficiency to ſupply my own 
©?) 3 = temporal Neceſſities; and gave me repeated Proofs, _ 
that if wwe Seek firſ# the Kingdom of God and „ 
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Righteouſne/s, all other 7. hings (I mean Food and 
Raiment, which is all a Chriſtian ſhould deſire) all 
be added unto us —For which, and all his other un- 
merited Mercies, | defire to praiſe him in time, and 
magnify his holy Name, through the boundleſs 
Apes of Eternity. SOR 

Some Particulars that befel me whilſt abroad, 


and how this Tide of Popularity roſe ſtill higher at 


my return home: How I came to commence a Field- 
Preacher, and part with my Friends, who were as 


dear to me as my own Soul: How they that would 


now have plucked out their Eyes, and have given 
them unto me, afterwards accounted me their Ene- 
my becauſe | told them the Truth: By what Means 
the Seed now ſown ſprang up, and grew into a 
Heat Tree, both in Englaud, Scotland, and America : 
ow Diviſions aroſe among God's People, and 
what were the Effects and Conſequences of them, 


all this I ay muſt be reſerved for another Tract, if 
- Gov ſhould continue my Life and Strength, and 


give me Leilure and Freedom to proſecute and finiſh 
it | 


er, if ſerious and a Child of Gov, to bleſs him for 


what he has done for my Soul: Or if thou art yet 


In the Gall of Bitterneſs, and, thro? Prejudice, 
thinkeſt that I have either not told Truth, or wrote 


out of a vain-glorious View, let me only intreat thee 


to ſuſpend thy Judgment for a little while, and 
Jeſus ſhall decide the Queſtion. At his T&a1BUNAL 


wie fall meet, and there thou ſhall know what is in 


my Heart, and what were the Motives which led 
me out into ſuch a Scene of Life. At preſent 1 


Will ' trouble thee no more; but beg thee, whether 


ſerjous or not, to endeavour to calm thy Spirit, 


: * 


tra nſlated by that ſweet Singer of Hrael, and my 


worthy and honoured Friend Doctor Matis. 
_ 00 hy | Ron 4 
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# the mean while, let me exhort thee, O-Read- | 


by finging or reading over the following Lines, 


Wyo 
PSALM rxx1. 5—g, Af. 
I. | 
Y God, my everlaſting Hope, 
T live upon thy Truth; . 


Ti bine Hands have held my C hildhood up; 
And k "ned all my Youth, ; 


: II. 


My F 1:6 aba, faſhion'd by thy 3 | .Y 
With all theſe Limbs of mine Es _ 

And from my Mother's painful * | 
Dre been intirely * 


* | III. 
Still has my Life new! Wonders ſeen, 
Repeated ery Tear; | 


| Behold my Days that yet remain, 
I truft them to thy Care. 


| y ; IV. 
Cal me not of ſhould Health decline, 


Or hoary Hairs ariſe ; | 1 + nn 
And round me let thy Glory ſhine, >> 
When &er thy Servant dies. © 
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Then in the Hiſtory of my * 
een Men review my Days, 
E -N hey'll read Dy Love in every Pages I 
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OF THE 


1 Riſe "TION and Freſent Situation, 
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- InaLETTER toaFRIEND. 


5 * 


Betheſda, in Georgia, March 2 1ſt. 1745-6. 
A5 wery dear Friend, 


1 T being now ſome Months fince I arvived here, 1 "Og 
think it high Time, according to my N te 


a. 


7&4 
ſend you as explicite an Account as I well can,-of 
4 the Re, Progreſs, and preſent Situation of the Or- 
phan-Houſe, where I now am.—Some have thought, 
that the erecting ſuch a Building was only the Pro- 
duce of my own Brain : but they are much miſtaken, 
Por it was firſt propoſed to me by my dear Friend the 
Revd. Mr. Charles M ey, who, with his Excellency 
General Oglethorp, had concerted a Scheme for car- 
rying on ſuch a Deſign, before I had any Thoughts 
of going abroad myſelf, It was natural to think, 
that as the Government intended this Province for the 
Refuge and Support of many of our poor Country- 
men, that Numbers of ſuch Adventurers muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be taken off, by being expoſed to the Hard- 
ſhips which unavoidably attend a new Settlement. I 
thought it therefore a noble Deſign in the general to 
erect a Houſe for fatherleſs Children. And believ- 
ing ſuch a Proviſion for Orphans would be ſome In- 
ducement with many to come over, I fell in with 
the Defign, when mentiened to me by my Friend, 
and was reſolved, in the Strength of Go p, to proſe- 
cute it with all my Might. This was mentioned to 
the Honourable the "Truſtees. They took it kindly 
at my Hands; and as I then began to be pretty po- 
pular at Briftol, and elſewhere, they wrote to the 
Biſhop of Bath and Wells, for Leave for me to preach 
a Charity Sermon on this Occaſion in the Abbey- 
Church. This was granted, and I accordingly began 
immediately to compole a ſuitable Diſcourſe: But 
knowing my firſt Stay at Georgia would be but ſhort, 
on account of my returning again to take Prieſts Or- 3 
ders, I thought it molt prudent firſt to go and ſee 
| for myſelf, and defer proſecuting the Scheme till 1 
# came home: becauſe I could then be better able to 
Judge, whether the Scheme was practicable, and con- 
ſequently could be able to recommend it with the 
rower Earneſtneſs. When I came to Georgia, I 
| found many poor Orphans, who, tho? taken notice 
{> of by the Honourable Truſtees, yet thro' the Neg- 
lect of Perſons that acted under them, were in miſe- 
| EE ; WO. | rable 


- 7 * >» 
o . 8 


— — — — 


* S 


„„„ͤ«%ͤ“%nꝰP q 
8 - 


33 


rable Circumſtances. For want of a Houſe to 
breed them up in, the poor little Ones were tabled 
out here and there, and heſides the Hurt they re- 
ceived by bad Examples, forgot at home what they 
learnt at School. -Others were at hard Services, 
and likely to have no Education at all. Upon ſee- 
ing this, and finding that his Majeſty and Parliament 
had the Intereſt of this Colony much at heart, I | 
thought I could not better ſhew my Regard to Goo 
and my Country, than by getting a Houſe and Land 
for theſe Children, where they might learn to labour, - 
read, and write, and at the ſame time be brought up 
in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. Ac- 
cordingly, at my Return to England, in the Year 
1738, to take Prieſts Orders, I applied to the Ho- 
nourable Society for a Grant of 500 Acres of Land, 
and laid myſelf under an Obligation to build a Hauſe | 
upon it, and to recieve from time to time, as many 
Orphans as the Land and Stock would maintain. As 
I had always acted like a Clergyman of the Church 
of Exgland, having preached in a good Part of the 
TLondon Churches, and but a few Months before col- 
lected near a thouſand Pounds Sterling, for the Chil- 
dd ren belonging to the Charity-Schools in London and 
> Weſtminfter; it was natural to think, that I might 
"0 now have the Ule at leaſt of ſome of theſe Churches 
to preach in for the Orphans hereafter more immedi- 
= ately to be committed to my Care. But by that 
FF  timel had taken Prieſts Orders, the Spirit of the | 
Clergy began to be much imbittered. Churches 
were gradually denied me. And I muſt let this 
good Deſign drop, and thouſands (I might add ten | 
1 nad: go without hearing the Word of Go p, or 
pPreach in the Fields. Indeed two Churches, one 
in London, wiz. Spitile-Hielas, and one in Briflol, viz. 
St. Philips and Jacob, were lent me upon. this Occa- 
on; but thoſe were all. However, Gop kept me 
from being diſcouraged. I collected for the Or- 
= RE r Houſe in Moorfields, two and fifty Pounds one 
Fj  - Sabbath-Day Morning: twenty-two Pounds of whièx 
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was in Copper. It would have rejoiced your Heart to 


ſee the People give. They offered him willingly, and 
took more Pains to come through the Croud and put 


their Contributions into my Hat, than ſome would to | 


have got them. Thouſands of Prayers were put 
up with the Alms that were given, and I truſt both 
went up as a Memorial before Go p. In the After- 
noon 1 collected again at Kenningion-Common, and 


continued to do ſo at moſt of the Places where 1 


preached. Beſides this, two or three of the Biſpops, 
and ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction contributed, till at 
length, having gotten ab»ut a thouſand and ten 
Pounds, I gave over collecting, and went with what 


I had to Georgia. At that time Multitudes offered 


to accompany me; but I choſe to take over only a 
Surgeon, and a few more of both Sexes, that I thought 
would be uſeful in carrying on my Peſign. Theſe 
chearfully embarked with me, deſiring nothing for 
their Pains, but Food and Raiment. My dear Fel- 
low-Traveller, William Seward, Eſq; alſo joined 


with them, and was particularly uſeful to me on this 


Occafion. Our firſt. Voyage was to Philadelphia, 7 


where was willing to go for the ſake of laying in 


Proviſion. Having a Captain of a Ship with me, 


who had been my ſpiritual Child, by his Advice, 
I laid out in London a good Part of the thouſand: 4 
Pounds for Goods; and by his Care and my other 
Fellow-'Travellers, without any Trouble to myſelf, > 


got as much by them at Philadelphia as nearly defrayed 


the Family's Expence of coming over. Here Gs? 
: blefled my Miniſtry daily, and begun that Work in 
Philadelphia, which, I am perſuaded, will be xemem- ' 7 
bred thro? the endleſs Ages of Eternity. J . 
following, 1739, I met my Family at Georgia, and > 


being unwilling to loſe any time, I hired a large 


Houle, and took in all the Orphans I could find in 3 


the Colony. A great many alſo of the Town's Chi- 
dren came to School gratis, and many poor P 1 
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chat could not maintain their Children, upon Appli- , | 
cation, had Leave given them to. ſend their little Ones 
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for a Month or two, or more, as they could ſpare 
them, till at length my Family conſiſted of between 
60 and 70. Moſt of the Orphans were in poor Caſe; 
and three or four almoſt eat up with Lice.—lT like- 
wiſe erected an iafir mary, in which many ſick People 
were cured and taken care of gratis. I have now by 
me a Liſt of upwards of à hundred and thirty Patients, 
which were under the Surgeon's Hands, excluſive of 
my own private Family. This Surgeon I furniſhed 
with all proper Drugs and Utenſils, which put me to 
no ſmall Expences: And this was ſtill increaſed by 
clearing Land, buying Stock, and building a large 
Dwelling-Houſe ſixty by forty, and Out-Houſes, 
commodious for a large Family to live in. Some- 
times (Labourers and all) I have had a hundred and 
twenty to provide for daily. My Friends, as well as 
- myſelf, ſeemed to have particular Courage and Faith 
given us for the Seaſon; and we went on chearfully, 
believing that he for whoſe Sake we began, would 
enable us to finiſh this good Work. About March 
began the great Houſe, having only about one hun- 
dred and fifty Pounds in Caſh. I called it Berhe/an, 
' becauſe I hoped it would be a Houſe of Mercy to ma- 
ny Souls. Bleſſed be God, we have not been diſap- 
pointed of our Hope. It has proved a Houſe ef 
Mercy indeed to many. Several of our Labourers, 
= as well as Viſitors, have (in a Judgment of Charity) 
been born of Gov here, and given eyident proofs of 
it, by bringing forth the Fruits of the Spirit. Many 
Boys have been put out to Trades, and many Girls put 
F - * out to Service. I had the Pleaſure the other Day of 
BB : feeing three Boys work at the Houſe in which they 
[- were bred, one of them out of his Time a Journey- 
man, and the others ſerving under their Maſters. 
One that I brought from Nez. England is handſomely 
| ſettled in Carolina; and another from Philadelphia is 
married and lives very corhfortably at Savanzah. 
Hou ſo large a Family has been ſupported in ſuch. a 
Colony, without any viſible Fund, is wonderful! J 
an ſurprized when ] look back, and ſee how for thefe 


fix ; 
4 
; 
1 1 
- * 
15 


* ” 
% i © hv 


e . 
fix Years laſt paſt, Gop has ſpread a Table in the 
Wilderneſs for ſo many Perſons. Were all the par- 
ticular Providences that have attended this Work re- 

corded, perhaps they would not be found inferior to 
thoſe mentioned by Profeſſor Fran, in his Pietas 
Hallenſis, whoſe Memory is very precious to me, and F G 
whoſe Example has a thouſand Times been bleſſed * 
to ſtrengthen and encourage me m carrying on this 
Enterprize. Hereafter, perhaps, when J have more 
Leiſure, I may give you an Account of ſome of them. 
My being detained ſo long in England, has been a 
little detrimental to me, my Friends not knowing fo 
well how to act, becauſe they expected to ſee me 
daily. And I cannot yet ſay that I have ſurmounted 

the firſt Years Expence, which indeed was very great, 
and greater no doubt than it would be now, after my 
Friends have had ſo many Vears Experience in the 
Colony.— However I doubt not, but by the Bleſ- 
ling of Gov, in a ſhort time to pay off my Arrears, 
and then the Family will be maintained at a ſmall: 
Expence.— My ftanding annual Charges are now 
but trifling to what they have been; and my Friends 
have raiſed an annual Subſcription ſufficient for diſ- 
charging it till the Family may be able to provide for 
itſelf.— This, Gop willing, I hope will be, in a 
good meaſure, ſpeedily effected. We have lately 
5 begun to uſe the Plow ; and next Year I hope to 
15 have many Acres of good Oats and Barley. We 
have near twenty Sheep and Lambs, fifty Head of Cat- 
tle, and ſevey/ Horſes, We hope to kill a thouſand 
Weight of Pork this Seaſon. Our Garden, which is 
very beautiful, furniſhes us with all Sorts of Greens, 
Sc. We hawe plenty of Milk, Eggs, Poultry, and 
make a good deal of Butter weekly. A good Quan- 
tity of Wool and Cotton has been given me, and we 
hope to have ſufficient ſpun and wove for the next 
| Winter's Cloathing. ff the Vines hit we may 
| expect two or three Hogſheads of Wine out of the 
| Vineyard. The Family now conſiſts of twenty-ſix 
fp 2 Perſons, Two of the Orphan Boys are blind, one is 
| G 3 little 
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| Title better than an Ideot.— But notwithſtanding⸗ 
they are uſeful in the Family; the one in the Field, 


and the other in the Kitchen. I have two Women to 
take care of the Houſhold Work, and three Men and 
two Boys employed about the Plantation an ! Cattle. 
A Sett of Dutch Servants has been lately ſent over: 


The Magiſtrates were pleaſed to give me two; and 1 
in the poor old Widow, aged near 70, whom no 


dy elſe cared to have. A valuable young Man from 
a- Eugland is my School-Maſter, and in my Ab- 


ſence performs Duty in the Family. On Sabbaths 
wn People attend on publick Worſhip at Sa- 
dunnab, or at Whitebluff, a Village near Bethe/da, 
where a Dutch Miniſter officiates. My dear Friends 


who have hitherto been my Aſſiſtants, being married 
and having each one or two Children, thought it beſt, 

as moſt ſuitable to the Inſtitution to remove. God has 
mereifully provided for them, and they are comforta- 
bly ſettled, ſome at Savaimab, and ſome elſewhere. 


We frequently write to and hear from one another. I 
need not trouble you with the Order of our Family. 


It is pretty near the ſame-as uſual, and Ido not think 


do make any material Alterat on for ſome time, 
lf Many have applied to me to take in their Children 


as Boarders, and erect a publick School: But I 


"have not yet determined. It is certain ſuch a School 
would be exceeding uſeful in this Part of the World, 
if there ſhould be a Peace, not only for theſe no1- 
chern Parts of the Colony, but alſo for the more 


Jouthern Parts of Carolina, Puriſburgh, and Frederi- 
ca, where are many fine Youths, I have been pre- 


vailed on to take one from Frederica, and another 


from Puriſburgh, and it may be ſhall admit more. 


Por the preſent, conſidering the Situation of Affairs, 
I think it moft prudent to go on in making what 
> Improvements I can on the Plantation, and bring a 
Puutor with me from the Northward in the Fall, to 
= teach a few Youths the Languages, and enlarge the 
Family when Affairs are more ſettled. The Houſe | 
sa noble comps Building, and every Thing 

| ase 2 


Land to employ them in to exerciſe their Bodies, 


giment, as well as the Inhabitants of the Town, re- 


ing an End of all Strife, I have ſworn to them, 4 


CM be 
fweetly adapted for bringing up Youth. Here is 


and keep them from Idleneſs out of School Hours. 
Here are none of the Temptations to debauch their 
tender Minds, which are common to more populous: 
Countries, or in Places where Children muſt neceſ- 
farily be brought up with Negroes. What God 
intends to do with the Colony is not for me to en- 
quire : Secret Things belong to him, It has hither- 
to been wonderfully preſerved, and the Orpban- 
houſe, like the burning Buſh, has flouriſhed uncon- 
ſumed. In fine, the Government has, no doubt, 
its Welfare much at heart: And, Gop willing, 1 
intend to carry on my Deſign till I ſee the Colony 
ſink or ſwim. The Money that has been expended - 
on the Orphan-houſe, and the Orphan-houfſe Family. 
has been of vaſt Service to this northern Part of the 
Colony. And tho? it has been greatly detrimental 

to my own private Intereſt, yet I do not repent of 
the Undertaking. No, I rejoice in it daily, and 
hope yet to ſee many more Souls born unto Ges 
here. I have had a very comfortable Winter. The 
People of Savannah, having no Miniſter till lately, 
gladly accepted my Labours; and at Frederica, th 
Gentlemen and Soldiers of General Og/ethorp's R. * 


ceived me very gladly. Major Horton ſeems to behave 
very well. He has a very fine growing Plantation. E 
ſaw Barley in the Ear the firſt of March. Georgia is 
very healthy.—Not above one, and that a little 
Child, has died out of our Family, fince it removed to 
Bethe/aa. I think the Colony (were the Inhabitants 2 
ſufficiently numerous) is capable of as good Im 
provement as any on the Continent. "i 
For the Satisfaction of my Friends, and ſilencing, > 
if poſſible, my Enemies, I have had my Accounts 
from the very beginning to January laſt, publickly > 
audited and examined, Debtor and Creditor, Ar- 


ticle by Article; and on Oath for Confirmation, be- 


1 9 22 Sg 
4 . 1 > 
£ 4 
3 * whe *s ; 4 py 
2 2 . . 
. ho” 4 Bal 
PS. 7 22 / 


— 


ro 7 


Copy of the Audit, with the particular Names of 
the Children, I have annexed hereunto. If it gives 
= or others any Satisfaction I ſhall be glad. I 

ve no more to add, but to beg 2 continued Inte- 


| reſt in your Prayers, and ſubſcribe myſelf, 


: Fery dear Sir, 
Your _ afe&ionate Friend, 
3 
S EEORGE WHITEFIELD. 


14 
— TIES 


— ** n . i * EY 


Orphan-Heuſe, in Georgia, Dr. 


| | Sterling. 
J To Caſh received from the 15th De- . 
 <ember, 173 38, to the 1ſt January, ; 
1745-0, by publick Collections, >.4982 128 


__ Benefactions, and annual 
T ubſcriptions, per Account, 

o Ballance ſuper-expended, Jaun. | | 
i 4.7 ho 1745” -6. ; "ot et 
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Orphan-Houſe, in Georgia, Cr. 
* | 


Buy Caſh paid Sundries by particular 4. J. 
Accounts examined, from the 15 th 
December, 1738, to the iſt Fanu- | 
ary, 1745-6, for Buildings, Cul- >5514 17 9 
_ tivation of Lands, Infirmary, Pro- f 
— v.ſions, Wearing Apparel, and o- 1 | 
F ther incident Expences. WY $74 
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S AVANNAHM GEORGIA, * 


8 2 I'S Day perſonally appeared before 
TT us Henry Parker and William Spencer, Bai - 
liffs of Savannah aforeſaid, the Reverend Mr. George 
Whitefield, and James Haberſpam, Merchant of Sa- 
 wannah aforeſaid, who, being duly ſworn, ſay, 
That the Accounts relating to the Orphan Hou/e, 
now exhibited before us, of which the above is an 
Abſtract amounting on the Debit Side, (namely, for 
Collections and Subſcriptions received (to the Sum 
of Four Thouſand Nine Hundred Eighty-two Pounds 
Twelve Shillings and Eight Pence, Ster/izg, and on 
the Credit Side (namely, for Diſburſements paid) to 
the Sum of Five Thouſand Five Hundred Eleven 
Pounds Seventeen Shillings and Nine Pence Farthing, 
Sterling, do, to the beſt of their Knowledge, contain 
a juſt and true Account of all the Monies collected 
by, or given to them, or any other, for the Uſe and 
Benefit of the ſaid Houſe; and that the Diſburſe- 
ments, amounting to the Sum aforeſaid, have been 
faithfully applied to and for the, Uſe of the ſame. 
And the Reverend Mr. Whitefield further declareth, 
that he hath not converted or applied any Part 
thereof to his own private Uſe and Property, neither” 
hath charged the ſaid Houſe with any of his travell- 
' Ing, or any Other private Expences whatſoever, 


GEorGEe WHITEFIELD, 
James HABERSHAM, 


2 "RIS. > 
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| if HI 8 Day perſonally appeared before us, 
| ; Henry Parker and William Spencer, Bailiffs of 
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Ewen, and William Rufſel of Savannah aforeſaid, 

who being duly fworn ſay, That they have carefully 
and arieth examined all and ſingular the Accounts 
| Telating to the Orphan-Houſe in Georgia, contained in 
forty-one Pages, in a Book intitled Receipts and 
Diſeur/ements for the Orphan-Houſe in Georgia, 
with the original Bills, Receipts, and other Vouchers, 
from the fifteenth Day of December, in the Year of 
. pur Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Thirty 


mon 
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2:2 15 dur Lord One Thonſand Seven Hundred and Forty 
Five; and that the Monies received on Account of 
” the ſad f Orphan Ho, amounted to the Sum of Four 
'Fhoufand Nine Hundred Eighty Two Pounds Twelve 
Shilling and.Erght Pence, Sterling, as above; and 
that it doth not appear, that the Reverend Mr. 


* 


Private Uſe and Property, or charged the faid Houſe 


, on the contrary, hath contributed to the ſaid 
zoule- many valuable Benefactions; and that the 
fonies. diſburſed on Account of the ſaid Houſe, 
amounted to the Sum of Five Thouſand Five Hun- 
$2 red Eleven Pounds Seventeen Shillings and Nine 
pee Farthing Sterling, as above, which we, in 


nagers of the ſaid Houſe, do hereby declare, appear 
to us to be faithfully and juſtly applied to and for 
the Wm and Benefit of the ſaid Houle only. 


1 f E r William Woop ROOF E, 
WE: = AF 50 WILLIAu Ewen, 

; . WILLIAM RUsSEL. © 
5 Sworn this 16th Day of April, 1746, before us Bai- 
liffs of Savannah; in Juftification whereof we have 
no fixed our Hands, and the common Seal. 


 SAVANNAH## GEORGIA. 


to the. firſt Day of January, in the Vear of 


 Whitefeld hath converted any Part thereof to his own 


Julie to the Reverend Mr. J/hirefield, and the Ma- 


SE” HENRY PARKER, 
Pt oy WirLIAM SPENCER. 


' Savannah aforeſaid, Williom Woodrooffe, William 


\ 


8 any of his travelling or pther private Expences; 
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